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HANDOUTS — DISASTER RISK REDUCTION

Disaster - a serious disruption of the functioning of a community that causes widespread
human, material, economic or environmental losses and exceeds the ability of the affected
community to cope using its own resources.

Disaster = vulnerability + hazard

Hazard - a potentially damaging physical event, phenomenon or human activity that may
cause the loss of life or injury, property damage, social and economic disruption or
environmental degradation. Natural hazards are natural processes or phenomena occurring
that may constitute a damaging event.

Risk - the probability of harmful consequences, or expected losses (deaths, injuries,
materials, livelihoods, economic activity disrupted or environment damaged) resulting from
interactions between natural or human-induced hazards and vulnerable conditions.

Vulnerability - the conditions determined by physical, social, economic and environmental
factors or processes, which increase the susceptibility of a community to the impact of
hazards.

Capacity - a combination of all the strengths and resources available within a community,
society or organization that can reduce the level of risk, or the effects of a disaster. Capacity
may include physical, institutional, social or economic means as well as skilled personal or
collective attributes such as leadership and management. Capacity may also be described as
capability.

Mitigation - ways to limit the likely extent of damage - structural/physical measures taken
before a disaster to protect and/or strengthen vulnerable elements, to reduce the potential
for negative impact on it from natural hazards.

Preparedness - actions taken and plans made in an attempt to cope better and increase
survival chances when a hazard arrives. It includes all activities, which are taken in advance
by people and organizations to ensure effective response to the potential impact of natural
hazards, including support to the local coping capacity of the population at risk, the issuing
of timely and effective early warnings, as well as the temporary removal of people and
property from a threatened location.

Resilience / resilient — the capacity of a system, community or society to resist or to change
in order that it may obtain an acceptable level in functioning and structure This is determined
by the degree to which the social system is capable of organising itself and the ability to
increase its capacity for learning and adaptation, including the capacity to recover from a
disaster.
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