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According to a 2001 assessment, a major earthquake in the 

Kathmandu Valley would result in only 10% functionality of 

hospitals, which will threaten the response to immediate 

needs, sustainable recovery efforts and health driven 

development. Led by the Ministry of Health and Population 

and the World Health Organization, the NRRC Flagship 1 will 

ensure that hospitals in the Kathmandu Valley will structur-

ally survive a major earthquake and have the capacity to 

operate after a disaster to save lives, treat the injured and 

support recovery.

ABOUT
Structural and non-structural vulnerability assessments to 

determine which hospitals are in most critical need of 

attention.

Physical retrofitting and strengthening of hospitals based 

on a phased approach that focuses on prioritised hospitals.

Training of health practitioners and engineers in earthquake 

resiliency and the development of national training 

materials to guide hospital safety.

OBJECTIVES

To complete non-structural safety work in 3 hospitals in 

Kathmandu Valley by the end of 2012. 

To undertake a seismic vulnerability survey of major 

hospitals in 2012. This will identify prioritiy hospitals for 

structural surveys and retrofitting design. A donor confer-

ence will be held in mid-2013 to identify funding for major 

structural retrofitting programmes in 10 hospitals. This will 

ensure that key hospitals are structurally resilient to a 

natural disaster and remain fully functional for post-disaster 

needs and recovery.

WHO’S INVOLVED

A phased comprehensive structural survey will be 

conducted through 2012-2013 to provide detailed plans 

for 10 hospitals.

A Technical Advisory Group will determine how to 

prioritise hospitals for the comprehensive structural 

survey. This will include the 7 priority hospitals that were 

identified by the government in a workshop held in 2010.

The Government of Nepal has allocated funds for 

retrofitting Patan Hospital.

Non-structural assessments have been completed in 2 

hospitals in Kathmandu Valley with non-structural 

retrofitting (including water systems) currently ongoing in 

TU Teaching Hospital.

MAJOR 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO 
DATE

Our partners include: MoPPW, DUDBC, NSET, Oxfam, 

Merlin, Handicap International, ECHO, DFID and 

more!

H

OBJECTIVES

WHO’S INVOLVED

ABOUT

TARGET



Component B: Hospital Safety
Ensuring hospitals remain intact to save lives and treat the injured

FLAGSHIP 1: School 
and Hospital Safety

NRRC

H

NRRC
Members of

CONTACT

Dr. Arun Mallik, 

Technical Officer 

 mallik@searo.who.int

http://www.un.org.np/nrrc/flagship1
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