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Excellency’s, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Due to its geographical location, Viet Nam is constantly at risk from natural hazards. Annually, weather related disasters cause on averageover 400deaths and economic losses equivalentto 1.3 per cent of national GDP. 

Viet Nam is one of the countries in the world that will be most affected by climate change and sea water level rise. If the mean sea water level risesby 1meter by 2100, 30% of the Mekong Delta will be permanently inundated and more than 80% of Delta will be flooded in the flood season.Housing of some 20 million people will be affected.  In the dry season, saltwater intrusionwould affect 70% of the Delta area.
Viet Nam’s main disaster risk managementobjectives are outlined in the National Strategy for Natural Disaster Prevention, Response and Mitigation to 2020. This framework, focuses mainly on water-related disasters, has a budget of US$13 billion, of which around US$11billion is for structural measures such as reservoirs, dams and dykes and safe harbors, and more than US$2billion for non-structural measures. 
Recently, the Government has paid great attention to strengthening the legal and institutional framework for disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation. Currently, the Government is in the process of preparing a Disaster Risk Management Law.
In 2009, the Government approved a community-based disaster risk management programme. This ambitious US$53.5million programme will be implemented in 6,000 communes and villages frequently affected by disasters. This will improve capacity at national, provincial and local levels along with coordination, quality control, and require strong partnershipsbetween Government and civil society. 

The programme is expected to receive 55% of the necessary funds from the state budget, with a further 40% from non-government organizations/ODA and 5% from the local communities themselves and the private sector. 
Strong community involvement and engagement is crucial for disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptationto increase the resilience of the country.

Thank you very much for your attention.

