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Distinguished members of the head table, fellow delegates good afternoon. 
INTRODUCTION:

The Government and People of Antigua and Barbuda remain’s committed to the ISDR goals and objectives.  Antigua and Barbuda is a Small Island Developing State Vulnerable to many hazards; Technological, Hydrological and Meteorological.
Between 1989 and 1999 my country was impacted by 7 seven tropical systems with a combined cost of over 1.5 billion US dollars in an economy of about 400 million at the time of impact.  Since then there have been several small events that were not big enough to capture the attention of support partners or trigger the response of insurance coverage. 

Mr. Chairman, Small Island developing States like Antigua and Barbuda sometimes feel as if the UN is an outsider, simply because when we are impacted our numbers are too small to grab their attention or make regional and international headlines, hence the great desire for Antigua and Barbuda to reduce its risk over time, so that we can live and cope with these events.  

Fellow delegates, I wish to raise an issue that is quite controversial and of concern to the SIDS.  My country’s contribution to climate change is extremely small, yet, like many others we will be on the receiving end of the negative fallout, from these changes. 
CLIMATE CHANGE AND adaptation: 

I wish to recognize the presence of our friends from the climate change and adaptation fraternity. I would also like to recommend that a full and appropriate DRR presence be welcome at the Climate change and adaptation forums, as full partners at that table for future Risk Reduction planning. 
CHALLENGES:
In an environment with limited resources and a small population of approximately 80,000, the expectation of a people and what can realistically be delivered is an issue that elected officials have to deal with constantly.  Limited financial resources in a small tax base, and the ongoing challenges to extract even greater value for money from public sector investment is a reminder that we need to do more with less. (The matter of losing our human resources to the developed countries adds another hurdle in our capacity building efforts).   
REGIONAL COOPERATION: 

My country will continue to support our regions disaster management strategic approach to DRR in the Caribbean called comprehensive disaster management CDM which is aligned with the ISDR focus goals and objectives. 

THE WAY FORWAARD:
In collaboration with CDEMA and our support partners, Antigua and Barbuda is well on our way to rebranding our disaster management platform. This includes:
· Review of our disaster legislation

· Review and update of national, community and sector Plans

· Enhancing public education and awareness programs
· Upgrading emergency operations systems to include emergency communications

· Mandatory participation of schools and the public sector, in the newly approved disaster week of activities (discussions with the private sector is ongoing).   

· Identification, assessment and mapping of critical facilities along with the development of community hazard vulnerability maps. (when completed these will identify options and cost for risk reduction and prioritized by the communities then selves)

· Working out the details to mainstream DRR into our development represents our biggest challenge yet.  However, we are committed to a successful conclusion.
SUPPORT:
Additional support is needed to move this process forward.  With the present economic environment, our DRR programs must compete with education, health and other sectors for budget allocation.  Perhaps the time is right for consideration of a sustainable DRR fund in relation to GDP.  
With these few words Mr. Chair I wish to thank you for the opportunity to address this honorable gathering.  
THANK YOU 

