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Swedish statement presented by Director, Ms Anna Westerholm, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Sweden 
Secretary General, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

First of all I would like to thank the ISDR-Secretariat for organizing the 4th session of the Global Platform. Sweden strongly supports the work and efforts done by the ISDR to convene and advocate for Disaster Risk Reduction. This work - through the Hyogo Framework for Action - must continue. And we shall need the continued guidance of the ISDR Secretariat in the years to come. 
The Mid-term Review of the HFA clearly showed what has been achieved so far: 
· a greater political momentum for disaster risk reduction on global and national level

· improved legislation for a risk sensitive society 
· and establishment of a number of national focal points and national platforms coordinating DRR efforts at national and local levels. 
Close cooperation between national governments - which hold the primary responsibility for DRR - and international efforts, is a key condition for successful implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action at national level. 
As we prepare for a second generation of HFA, we have to recognize the need to involve all sectors of society. Women’s engagement in disaster risk reduction and resilience building is central. And we need to recognize how our roles in society influence our exposure to disasters. And - we need to include non-governmental organizations, the private sector and various academic institutions and research centres, local governments, Mayors and communities. 
And jointly, one of our biggest challenges is to realize, and act upon the fact that sustainable solutions to global climate change and disaster risks stem from effective and long-term support to actions at local level. 

An overall priority for Sweden's international development cooperation is to increase the capacity of vulnerable people and countries to adapt to adverse climate change impacts and improve risk management. 
The future framework needs a better and clearer integration of climate change adaptation and DRR. The new EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate-change, launched just last month, points out the importance of a coherent approach and strong actions from several sectors at all levels of society.
The Rio+20 meeting in June last year was the first global event that demonstrated why reducing disaster risk is crucial for attaining sustainable development. The outcome document “The Future we Want” refers to the need of handling disaster risk as part of a sustainable development agenda. The UN High Level Panel for the Post-2015 Development Agenda has also brought up disaster resilience. We are glad that Sweden has a voice in the panel, through our Minister for International Development Cooperation, Ms Gunilla Carlsson. 
More and more development actors are supporting national governments in their efforts to develop strategies to strengthen disaster risk reduction. This is of course very welcome. But we also need to ensure that the international system for disaster risk reduction is stronger than its individual parts. The HFA is a tool in this endeavor, providing common language for collaboration and exchange on issues of DRR. Targets and indicators, of DRR work at national and sub-national level in the future framework could help better achieve the goals of DRR. 
Ladies and Gentlemen - to sum up, Sweden would favor that the outcome of this 4th Global Platform would include, among other things:
· Action oriented messages on how to ensure a DRR perspective of the post 2015 development agenda
· Clear policy-oriented messages reflecting an enhanced understanding of risk - and how DRR-work can help save lives, livelihoods and resources in a changing world 
· Suggestions on how targets, indicators or guiding principles in the new framework can help advance the implementation of DRR at national and local level 
· There should also be a better adaptation of the framework from the national to the local level
· Better and clearer integration of climate change issues into the future HFA framework
· Last, but not least. We do need to ensure the perspectives of women - and include non-governmental organizations, the private sector and various academic institutions and research centres, local governments, Mayors and communities in the coming framework.

Secretary General, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Preparation pays!

And Sweden is committed to continue to be an active partner within the ISDR-system helping to achieve these outcomes in the years to come. 
Thank you.
