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III SESSION OF THE GLOBAL PLATFORM FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION

(Geneva, 8-13 May 2011)

Statement of Mrs. Sonia Bueno, Managing Partner, Sustainable Water Management International (SWMI)

Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished delegates:

First and foremost I would like to thank the organizers for this opportunity to say a few words regarding the private sector participation in disaster prevention and mitigation. 

Presently the private sector plays merely a passive role in disaster prevention and mitigation: Donating funds, applying safety standards, and sponsoring education – despite statements from numerous sides, who are urging for a greater involvement.

The management of risks and threads in private companies differs from the respective concepts in the public sector.

1) In a private company, threads and disasters are not considered disturbances of a state of normalcy, but more likely integral parts of daily business.

2) Within its business and financial concept the private company is obliged to accurately quantify risks, threads, possible damages, preventive measures, etc. It always has to face the disaster in a self-supporting and profitable way. 

3) The private sector’s interpretation of “disaster” is substantially broader, including natural, human and technological as well as economic and financial threads. 

4) The cost-benefit-relation for every measure has to be well-defined and profitable.

These are advantages we must utilize in order to enrich the existing organizational structures

Therefore I would like to present to you an initiative to boost the private sector involvement and to strengthen the disaster responsiveness, focussing on the water and waste water infrastructures of the developing and emerging countries. 

But how can those systems be prepared for emergencies, as even under regular conditions, we are facing the following situation around the world:

· Increasing conveyance losses of more than 50%

· The continuous decrease of efficiency in water extraction and purification as well as waste water treatment

· The constant and extraordinary increment of costs and expenses

· The overexploitation of the water resources and serious disruptions of the hydrological regime.  

Sustainable Water Management International has developed a management concepts for those critical infrastructures following the principles of quality, availability, efficiency, profitability and sustainability. Unlike common public-private-partnership concepts SWMI doesn’t gain influence on the pricing system or the utilization of the water resources. The sovereignty of national and local governments is not undermined. 

Once more it becomes apparent that building secure and highly available infrastructures does not require additional financial resources. Quite the opposite, by enhancing their efficiency and managing them in a sustainable manner, the profitability increases, social costs diminish, and disaster responsiveness is improved.   

I am addressing the representatives of the governments and the international organizations as the supreme responsible authorities not only for disaster risk reduction but also for the assurance of water supply and sanitation.

By joining our capacities and resources we can build highly responsive infrastructures to any kind of disaster, that comply with the objective of providing secure, available and profitable, in principle, sustainable services. 

No living creature, in spite of being in harmony with nature, will be able to survive and to confront emergencies, if it spends more energy in gathering food than its metabolism could release from the nutrition. 

In addition, if it intends to grow up and to reproduce, an even higher advantage is needed.

In other words: The benefit must exceed the costs.

Thank you























