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Mr. President/Chairman   

Distinguished participants  

Ladies and gentlemen 

 Norway is honored to participate for the third time in the unique setting that the Global 

Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction represents:  a global gathering of different 

stakeholders involved in disaster risk reduction in one way or another. 

 

 I would also like to use this opportunity to commend ISDR on its very sound work on 

the Mid-Term Review of the Hyogo Framework of Action. The findings presented, 

together with key information from the 2011 Global Assessment Report on Disaster 

Risk Reduction, will be extremely useful in  our discussions  this  week on how to best 

move forward in the  implementation of the Framework up to 2015.  

 

 The Mid-Term Review focuses on areas that could be improved in the years ahead, 

and there is a long list of these. However, Norway would like to suggest that we also 

highlight the positive results.  The list of these is also a long one.  Allow me to 

mention just a few: 

i) The adoption of HFA by 168 governments in 2005 marked a major shift in 

how the international community view and approach disasters.  

ii)  We have seen significant reduction in the number of people killed in severe 

weather related events worldwide, despite the fact that the number of people 

exposed to such hazards has increased. The explanation is better   

preparedness.  

iii) The Hyogo Framework has inspired and increased commitment to disaster risk 

reduction among a variety of stakeholders, resulting  in national frameworks, 

policies and legislation, and innovative approaches and tools. 

 



 

 Norway agrees with ISDR’s main message to this platform meeting that we need to 

focus more on and invest more in local action. Reading the “Views from the 

Frontline” presented in the Mid Term Review Report, we note with concern the 

following citation that “progress of achievement fade as activities get closer to the 

vulnerable people”.   

 

 In a Government White Paper on the prevention of humanitarian crises from 2008, the 

Norwegian Government sets out its strategy for increasing the effectiveness of 

preventive measures, including emergency preparedness. With this in view, we will 

focus on the following: 

 

 

 Our priority countries for cooperation on disaster risk reductions issues are 

Vietnam, Bangladesh, the Peoples Republic of China, Cuba and Uganda.  

 Norway will continue to support work to identify the most risk prone areas at the 

national and sub-national level, make risk information available to those who need 

it, and to strengthen disaster preparedness at local level. 

 We will continue to support the strengthening of national institutions mandated to 

deal with various types of natural disasters. Experience shows competent national 

institutions are vital for achieving sustainable disaster risk reduction. 

 We will seek to increase knowledge of weather conditions, and improve the 

distribution and use of weather information, including effective early warning.   

 

 The Norwegian Government has just presented a White Paper entitled Towards 

greener development on the connection between environment and development. 

Adaptation to climate change is important in this context. The close links between 

climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction must be recognized. We were 

therefore very pleased when the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 

took up the idea, suggested jointly by Norway and ISDR, to prepare a special report on  

extreme weather phenomena. We look forward to the launch of the report in 

November this year.  

 

 Disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation share many methodologies, 

tools, principles and institutional frameworks. They are both about planning and 

should take place as locally as possible. Norway has recently formulated a practical 

guide for climate change adaptation in our country. It is based on the priorities of the 

Hyogo Framework of Action.    

  

 We need to see greater international recognition of the important work done by the 

voluntary sector in. Indeed, greater attention should be given to local efforts based on 

stronger partnerships between local societies, NGOs and the authorities. And these 

efforts should include all members of society –men, women, girls and boys. The 



importance of women as drivers and leaders in disaster risk reduction efforts at 

community level, must be recognized. They know the community best and are best 

able to foster the participatory process required for achieving concrete results.  

 

 Looking beyond 2015 - the final year of the Hyogo Framework of Action - Norway 

believes that we need an  instrument  to guide member  states and local communities 

on a hands-on approach to disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation. I am 

sure that this, together with more concrete targets for disaster risk reduction, will be 

widely discussed at our meeting.   

 

 Before closing, allow me to underline the importance of political planning. The 

Second Global Platform in 2009 recognized a drastic mismatch between the resources 

required to address disaster risk in developing countries and those actually available. 

The situation has not changed significantly over the past two years. Today, 

approximately 20 % of all humanitarian aids go to immediate disaster relief and 

response. Less than 1 % of official development assistance funds is used on preventive  

measures. Each country, as well as international organisations, such as United Nations 

and the World Bank, must shoulder its share of the burden. We must shift the focus of 

humanitarian aid from immediate relief and response to proactive risk reduction and 

preparedness. We have no time to lose. 

 

Thank you. 

  

 


