In the Name of God 

The Compassionate the Merciful

Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the outset, I would like to express my profound gratitude to H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-Moon, the Secretary General of the United Nations and H.E. Mr. John Holmes, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator for their overall leadership in holding the second Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction. I would also like to thank H.E. Mrs. Margareta Wahlstrom, Assistant Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction and Special Representative for implementation of HAF and her able colleagues in UN/ISDR Secretariat for convening such an important global platform. 
Today is a good opportunity for Ministers, policy-makers and other relevant governmental and non-governmental partners to help the Second Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction realize its main objectives which would contribute to accelerating implementation of HFA and resilience of communities and nations to disasters, through exchanging experiences and exploring the challenges on disaster risk reduction.

Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished Delegates, 

Since First Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction convened on June 2007, the Islamic Republic of Iran as a prone country to various disasters, and due to its Islamic principals and humane values which made it a pioneer in humanitarian activities at the national, regional and international levels, has undertaken various steps to combat disaster and implement HFA. Those steps include:

1- Adoption of "Macro Policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran on Prevention and Disaster Risk Reduction" by the leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The said policy which has been sent to the government for implementation ensures the strong institutional basis at the national and local levels for reducing the disaster risk.
2- Also, adoption of the Act entitled: "Establishment of National Disaster Management Organization (NDMO)" by the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Parliament) of the Islamic Republic of Iran on May 2008. According to the said act the management level of disasters is promoted to a "High Council" headed by the President, which coordinates the activities of all governmental bodies.
3- Allocating of 4 billion dollars credit in the biannual program of 2008-2009 for reconstruction and resistance of more than 140/000 schools and educational centers. Through this initiative around 20 million school and university students as well as educational staff and teachers are being safe from insecure buildings. Also, the idea of having safe hospitals and health centers is to be sent to the Islamic Consultative Assembly for adoption.
4- Granting low interest- rate loans to the people, repayable in long-term installments of 15 to 20 years, we are reconstructing around 300/000 houses annually, in order to ensure safety of the old and weak buildings in rural and urban areas. 
5-  Educating as well as training people in order to increase their preparedness vis-à-vis natural disaster notably earthquake and flood. We are exercising annually the earthquake maneuvering throughout the country jointly by people and all concerned bodies, especially students at all levels. In November 2008, we have successfully exercised the maneuver with the participation of around 15/000/000 students in 140/000 schools in Iran and 50 schools abroad. We are also, undertaking public awareness campaign in this regard on different occasions including on "International Day for Disaster Reduction" on 12 October annually.

6-  Preparing the "Comprehensive National Plan for Disaster Management", due to the high priority given to disaster risk reduction. Based on this national plan, the logistical and disaster management centers have been established in the cities and center of provinces which are providing pre-disaster training and are also prepared to rescue people at the time when a disaster occurs. In order to support these centers, construction of 1000 multi-purpose shelters with adequate equipments are on the pipeline. In rural areas 21/000 persons provided with appropriate equipments, have been designated as heads of rural national disaster management.

7- Rendering agricultural and livestock insurance to 90 types of agricultural products and livestock. Facing drought, we are also expanding the industrial, commercial and housing insurance. 

8- Increasing more than double the governmental annual credits in the field of prevention and relief. 
Here, I would like to mention a number of other activities which led to minimizing the casualties of disaster. 
9- As an example of successful lesson learned from the interaction of people and disaster management, and also from the very good operation of government in Bam earthquake, through early and timely warning, people could manage to evacuate their houses and districts in Lorestan province which was hit by an earthquake of 6/1 magnitude at Richter scale in 2006. Therefore, despite the large destruction of houses and buildings, we could prevent big losses of life.
10- During this period, in cooperation with the international bodies, three centers including Regional Geological Center, Asian Seismic Risk Reduction Center (ASRC) and UN/HABITAT Office for Disaster Mitigation have been established in the Islamic Republic of Iran. I wish the centers achieve the highest standard of safety against disaster through cooperation with other countries as well as regional and international organizations interested in disaster risk reduction. 

11- We have convened the "Third ECO International Conference on Disaster Risk Management" in October 2008 in cooperation with Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) and International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR), the recommendations of which were welcomed by the 3rd Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction on 2-4 December 2008, and were inserted in the Kuala lumpur Declaration.
12- Preparing and sending the National Report of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the form of "HFA Monitor" to the UN/ISDR Secretariat.
13- The Islamic Republic of Iran has been selected by ISDR as the "Case Study Country" among ten countries in the world, to contribute to the Global Risk Assessment Report (CAR) launched by the Secretary General of the United Nations on June 2009 in Bahrain.

Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is expected that the cooperation and collaboration among countries and international organizations become a high priority and free from any political considerations. The international financial bodies provide the countries exposed to disasters, with the financial assistance without any discrimination and political partiality. 

I also suggest that successful initiatives of countries in preparedness, prevention, relief, and resilience be compiled by UN/ISDR and shared with countries exposed to disaster.

Concluding my statement, I do hope that the outcome of this Session could contribute effectively to reducing the plight and damages of human being and achieving the development goals by nations. 
Thanking you all, I hope for a safe and secure society throughout the globe. 

Thank you. 
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