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Mister Chairman,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Allow me from the outset to state that Romania fully aligns itself with the statement delivered by the European Union. 
Further, I would like to thank the UNDRR and Switzerland for the remarkable efforts in the organisation of the 6th Reunion of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Romania is currently in the process of integrating the national strategies in the process of adopting the National Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction, as called for by Objective E of the Sendai Framework. As part of this process, we have already set up a National Disaster Risk Reduction Platform that will contribute to reducing the consequences of extreme event, with impact on human life as well as on the social, economical and environmental dimensions. Concurrently, we have consolidated the national risk assessment mechanism, which would allow an in depth evaluation of the new challenges and thus better integrate the appropriate decisions into our strategy. We aim, through a comprehensive approach, to focus on increasing preparedness, reducing and managing the negative impact and thus consolidating societal resilience. 
As to the specifics, the development and strengthening of educational means and early alert systems are key components. In this regard I can mention the “Be Prepared” Portal, which is meant to educate the population and to have a single hub from where we can get information on how to prepare for disasters, the mobile app DSU with a role in education, but as well in warning and in interaction with the population during a disaster, but also RO-ALERT system, which is a Cell Broadcast notifications system, built to warn in real-time and in selected areas the population in emergency situations and which is now in its second year of operation. Romania’s territory is exposed to a large number of natural disasters due to its geographical location and the specificities of the climate challenges, such as earthquakes, floods, landslides, forest fires etc. Recently, we have added to this list new extreme weather phenomena – like tornadoes -are impacting the national territory, the last one being as of 30th of April. 
For its first Presidency of the European Union Council, my country has assigned Disaster Risk Reduction among its key priorities for action. There are several areas contained therein such as prevention, preparedness, education, application of innovation and new technologies to DRR. In addition to these traditional components, there are some extraneous factors that impact negatively on DRR actions. Disinformation and fake news are among them. They distort the reality and create doubts. The end-result is burdening the DRR actions and redirecting efforts and resources that normally should stay devoted exclusively to protect people, livelihoods and properties. Providing accurate and quality information to the public, ensuring to journalists’ adequate information in order to expand the necessary knowledge and facilitate comprehension, building mutual trust between citizens and disaster management authorities are additional key elements for any DRR strategy. Similarly, the prevention, preparedness and disaster management should be left in the hands of specialized institutions being they at national or international levels. Allocation of budgetary finance, mobilization of additional resources, creating the legal framework for DRR involves a political decision. Beyond that, it is the DRR management authorities that need to manage disasters throughout the entire process. Like any other process of building resilience it cannot be successful unless it is undertaken in an approach whole-of-Government and whole-of-society.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The challenges we face today are becoming more and more complex and interdependent.  Disaster risk reduction remains our collective responsibility, through inclusive strategies, preventive education, effective communication thinking, adequate investments and special attention to vulnerable social groups.
Thank you. 

