Plenary Statement
Keith Hinds, Mayor of Portmore, Jamaica

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

My colleagues from the Caribbean, and of course my ambassador that is here from Jamaica,
As the Mayor for the largest residential community in the Caribbean it is indeed an honor for me to be declared as a champion for the Caribbean. My municipality will be leading from the fore front in charge of making cities resilient. And we in the Caribbean certainly know of the need to make our cities resilient to disasters. I will try to do justice to this new drive I will seek to bring to the attention of all mayors and certainly our colleagues in the Caribbean, and will bring to them the importance of making our cities resilient. 
To meet the goals of building a resilient city we will need to commit significant resources at the local level. To do so in the midst of the economic challenges and in the face of scarcity of resources will not be easy. But we have no option – as a coastal city of over 400,000 people we face the significant vulnerability that are characteristic of small island developing states.

There are some very practical actions that we must undertake in this quest to be more resilient – drainage coastal zone, protection against storm surges and rising sea levels, proper physical and land use planning and water resources management.

It is with this background that I take on the responsibility to champion for this region and I hope that I can convince our partners and our colleagues in the Caribbean how important the particular aspect of making cities resilient is.
And certainly, Madame Chairperson, I am going to be welcoming when we have the launch of this Making Cities Resilient Campaign in Portmore, Jamaica, and certainly to all the delegates here, I wish to say to you, while we make those cities resilient, I also invite you to the beautiful sunshine city called Portmore in Jamaica.
I thank you.
