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Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am honoured to take part in this 2nd preparatoegting, and | would like to express my
gratitude for again having the possibility to addrgou.

To consolidate its strategic direction on environtatand economic issues, the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe annuallyaaiges the Economic and Environmental
Forum dedicated to major issues of concern forrégct’he Forum process brings together
governments, civil society, international organias$, the private sector and academia
facilitating a dynamic dialogue, partnership andesgies between different stakeholders. In
2014, it focussed on "Responding to environmerttallenges with a view to promoting co-
operation and security in the OSCE area”. Underl¢laeership of the Swiss 2014 OSCE
Chairmanship, this year's Forum ensured an in-depthcomprehensive discussion of how
the OSCE participating States can cope with disaistated challenges to their security.

The deliberations demonstrated the importance adrporating a security perspective into
disaster risk reduction discussions. There is amden for deepening the understanding of
the complex linkages between security and disgstestsiding disasters prompted by climate
change. This will also help address such eventg mfbectively, both within countries and in

a transboundary context. Let me briefly elaboratah®se linkages and the aspects relevant
in view of today’s and tomorrow’s negotiations ¢ {post-2015 framework for disaster risk
reduction.

First, disasters have the potential to lead toeased tensions and aggravate existing
conflicts. In addition, disaster-induced migratiand displacement of persons can create
tensions in neighbouring areas.

Second, conflicts can be disaster risk escalatsrthay tend to decrease the capacity of
authorities to manage disaster risks, and at thmeséime they can affect people’s

vulnerability to disasters. These conditions hawe potential to further aggravate political

instability.

Third, disasters can affect security and stabilitya transboundary context which calls for
bilateral and regional co-operation in prepared@@ssprevention as well as in response and



recovery efforts. Disaster risk reduction can pdevan opportunity to foster co-operation and
confidence-building within societies and across rozwies and serve as a useful tool in
diminishing tensions.

These linkages between disasters and security e the rationale for the Swiss

Chairmanship to strive for consensus on a Minigtédecision on Disaster Risk Reduction at
this year's OSCE Ministerial Meeting in Basel inlgdbecember. If adopted, this decision
would reinforce the OSCE’s commitments on DRR analg our further contributions to

comprehensive security and increased resilience.

The devastating floods in the Western Balkans iry Mas year demonstrated how states
affected by a transboundary disaster can activelpperate across borders to ensure an
adequate response. Let me mention that next y&amdmomic and Environmental Forum
under the Serbian OSCE Chairmanship is dedicatatetdopic “Water governance in the
OSCE area — increasing security and stability thinoco-operation”. It will focus, inter alia,
on water governance within the context of disagti reduction, including issues such as
flood prevention and water scarcity.

Finally, the OSCE’s comprehensive security mandsiables the Organization to address
disaster risks from different perspectives anditierént levels — from the regional to the
national and community levels. In doing so, the @SGhe world’s largest regional security
organization - is well placed to draw on its substd expertise within each security
dimension it embraces (political-military, economend environmental and human
dimension) as well as building on its political @lan the region and the existing partnerships
with other International Organizations, such as Hmvironment and Security Initiative -
ENVSEC. Most of the OSCE projects and activitielatesl to disaster risk reduction are
implemented within the framework of the ENVSEC iltive where the OSCE partners with
UNEP, UNDP, UNECE, the Regional Environmental Cefte Central and Eastern Europe
(REC) and NATO as an associate partner. As we iotakthe future of the HFA 2 process,
organizations like the OSCE may also be neededatwshate the global commitments into
concrete actions at the regional level.

Thank you.



