Official Statement By Shankar Prasad Koirala, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of Nepal at the Pleneary of Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction, Third Session, Geneva, Switzerland (8-13 May 2011

Respected Chairperson, Excellencies, Distinguished Participants, 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

1. It is both honor and privilege for me to participate in this very important event. I, first of all, would like to express my sincere thanks to the Chairperson for the kind welcome extended to us.  I would also like to mention how grateful I am for UNISDR for organizing this event.  UNISDR’s continuous support in our efforts to make Nepal a disaster resilient country is highly valued. 

2. As we all know, Nepal is one of the most disaster prone countries in the World; in fact it is ranked as one of the top 20 countries most at risk countries from disasters. Nepal faces many different disaster hazards including: floods, landslides, earthquake, fire, avalanche, glacial lake outburst flood to name a few. 
Nepal is ranked 11th in terms of risk from earthquakes, with the entire country situated in a seismically active area. The Global Earthquake Initiatives have rated Kathmandu as one of the most vulnerable cities to earthquakes in the world. Nepal is ranked 30th in the world in terms of flood risk. 
Some of the current challenges Nepal is facing in disaster management include: environmental degradation; climate change; rapid population growth and urbanization.  

These multiple hazards and challenges mean that a tremendous effort is needed in Nepal to reduce the risks and impacts of disasters in our country.  
3. In the recent years, we have witnessed high-magnitude earthquakes in Haiti, Chile, Christchurch and Japan which have caused enormous loss of lives and damage to infrastructure. 
As part of the international community, we in Nepal watch these events with concern and consider the possible impact of such an earthquake in Kathmandu. As all the experts agree, Kathmandu is due for its next earthquake.  

This highlights the importance of investing in disaster preparedness activities, and how good preparation for this inevitable event will play a vital role in saving lives and protecting infrastructure not just in Kathmandu, but Nepal. 

 4. The government of Nepal has strongly demonstrated its commitment to build Nepal’s disaster preparedness capacity.  The There-Year Interim Plan (2007-2010) emphasized that disaster is an integral component of sustainable development and accorded priority to pre-disaster preparedness. Nepal is currently working on Disaster Resilient and Climate Change Planning for next Three Year Plan. Disaster risk reduction measures continue to be mainstreamed through government planning and budgeting and such are also being addressed in sectoral plans. 
5. As a signatory of the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) in 2005, Nepal has developed and implemented the National Strategy for Disaster Risk Management 2009, a milestone in strategically addressing disaster risk reduction in Nepal. Based on HFA, the strategy takes a holistic approach to Disaster Risk Management, incorporating the four phases of disaster management: mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery and ensures multi level coordination throughout these phases.  The Draft Disaster Management Bill has been principally approved by the cabinet and the bill is to be presented to parliament in the near future for approval, this will allow the complete implementation of the strategy to go ahead. A new institutional arrangement for disaster risk management will also take place in the future.
6. The government has also established a National Emergency Operation Center (NEOC) at a national level, with plans to develop its national network through establishment of similar centers in all development regions within next five years. At present 11 districts have been nominated to setup Emergency Operations Centers (EOCs), with plans to further expand to all district headquarters in the future.   District Disaster Plans have been developed in 60 out of the 75 districts, and it is intended to develop the remaining district plans in the near future.   

7. Realizing the importance of collective efforts of all stakeholders for disaster risk management, a National Platform for DRR has been established with multi-sectoral involvement. Disaster Preparedness and Pre-Monsoon Planning Workshop is being organized every year with involvement of relevant stakeholders. Moreover, focal points for disaster risk management have been established in all concerned government agencies and security institutions. 
8. The government of Nepal with support from the World Bank has developed a country level Multi-Hazard Risk Assessment. The Early Warning Strategy, a complementary document to the National Strategy for Dissipater Risk Management, has also been developed. This strategy will be instrumental in developing framework for installation, operation and maintenance of early warning system for major hazards floods, landslides, GOLFS and drought. 
9. National and international coordination mechanism are in place. Ministry of Home Affairs is closely coordinating with relevant stakeholders and efforts are being put to establish linkages in order to develop and strengthen to enhance the institutional capacity for implementing DRR activities in the country.
Nepal Risk Reduction Consortium was established in May 2009 and consists of ADB, IFRC, UNDP, UNOCHA, UNISDR and World Bank and Government of Nepal. The UK and American Governments have also recently joined the consortium. The Ministry of Home Affairs is the Chair of the steering committee of the Nepal Risk Reduction Consortium.
Five flagship areas have been identified as priority areas by the consortium:

1. School and Hospital Safety, 
2. Emergency Preparedness and Response Capacity, 
3. Flood Management in Koshi River Basin, 
4. Integrated Community Based Disaster Risk Management and 
5. Policy and Institutional Support for DRM for short and medium intervention for disaster risk management in Nepal
The consortium was established in order to support the Government of Nepal to address its efforts in disaster risk reduction as well as implement NSDRM. 

10. Nepal also actively participates in international initiatives to both contribute to and learn from the evolving best practice on DRR.  In February, our Rt. Honorable Prime Minister inaugurated the High Level Symposium on Disaster Risk Reduction in Nepal where stakeholders shared their learning from recent disasters in Haiti, New Zealand and Pakistan. Similarly, in April, our Deputy Prime Minister participated in the High level Meeting in Washington and delivered a key note address. The address primarily focused on Disaster Risks Reduction issues and efforts of Nepal. Both the above events reinforced the importance and urgency of DRR interventions in Nepal. In order to carry on our work in DRR we need continued support from our development partners. 

13. I firmly believe that with support from our partners we will continue to strengthen our institutional capacity, mainstreaming and promoting disaster risk reduction initiatives at all levels of Government, implementing the HFA, strengthening infrastructure and supporting program initiatives under flagship areas. I would like to specifically mention how crucial it is we ensure disaster risk reduction activities in urban settings, such as Kathmandu valley are undertaken.  
I trust our partners understand the seriousness of Nepal’s challenges and continue to offer their support in our efforts to address the disaster risks in Nepal. 

I thank you all.
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