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Madam Chair

Ladies and Gentlemen

It is my pleasure to be here today, as the Chairperson of the World City Scientific Development Alliance, to share my views on disaster risk reduction and to add our support to the global process in reducing disaster risks and building disaster resilient development. Six years ago, the Governments adopted the Hyogo Declaration and the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015, aiming to build resilience of nations and communities to disasters through increased political commitment, scientific approach and integration of disaster risk assessment in development planning and programmes.  In this connection, disaster risk reduction is slowly, but surely building its global momentum. We have seen an increased number of stakeholders to take action to implement the Hyogo Framework for Action worldwide.  
As is known to all, China is one of the few countries that are exposed to severe natural hazards, such as floods and earthquakes. Disasters faced by China are frequent and covering wide areas with heavy losses. In particular, as of 1990s, economic losses caused by the so-called natural disasters keep mounting.  Disasters have become a leading obstacle for economic development and social stability. 
In the meantime, China is in the middle of urbanization process.  Cities are highly populated. Urban risks due to natural hazards and climate change are increasingly threatening the sustainable development of cities. That said, what is gratifying is that the Chinese government and people are committed to disaster prevention and reduction and sustainable city development on the one hand and building strong partnership with cities of other countries on the other in a bid to fight against l disasters and achieve sustainable city development. 
The World Cities Scientific Development Alliance is part of the on-going effort as we seek to contribute our part in promoting cooperation between Chinese cities and cities of the rest of the world. The World Cities Scientific Development Alliance is a NGO that works in the areas of urban risk reduction, disaster relief in cities and sustainable city development. We focus on sustainable urban development by promoting disaster prevention, risk reduction and risk integration of post-disaster reconstruction. We have been actively responding to the call of the United Nations for disaster risk reduction. We are building a strong partnership with the UNISDR to boost cooperation and collaboration among cities in building disaster resilient cities.

We have joined hands with the UNISDR Secretariat to organize a forum under the theme of “Development and Cooperation among Cities: Building Livable Cities for Humanity” in Chengdu, China from August 11th to 13ththis year. The forum will bring together more than 200 experts and mayors from across the world and offer them an opportunity to share information and insights on professional knowledge and best practices for sustainable city development and resilient to climate change and disasters. 
The 2011 World Cities Scientific Development Forum will focus on four topics, namely Urban Planning and Design for Disaster Resilient Cities, Disaster and Emergency Management in Cities, Urban Economic Transition and Sustainable Development, and Bilateral and Multilateral Cooperation for Sustainable City Development. The World Cities Scientific Development Alliance is ready to join forces with all participants to strengthen the implementation of “The Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters” and facilitate coordination among world cities on disaster prevention and reduction and post-disaster reconstruction. I hereby warmly invite all participants presented here to the 2011 World Cities Scientific Development Forum to contribute our parts for world cities scientific development. 
