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Excellencies,  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

On behalf of the Tyrolean Regional Government, Austria I would like to express my 

gratitude to the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) Secretariat for 

convening the 3rd Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction. The 

Province of the Tyrol welcomes and appreciates the efforts undertaken by UNISDR 

and the entire UN family to put the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) in place and 

foster collaborations between all stakeholders involved in the important process of 

reducing risk in a sustainable manner.  

As all mountain states with their complex human-environment systems, Tyrol has 

always been hazard-prone, affected by climate and socio-economic change 

processes far beyond average and experiences their impacts at first hand. Therefore 

Tyrol has built and maintained a ‘culture of risk’ over the course of many years. 

Especially since the avalanche winter of 1999, a change of mindset - a paradigm 

change - has taken place: from pure safety-oriented risk aversion to integrated multi-

risk management and Disaster Risk Reduction. Disaster Risk Reduction has been 

mainstreamed into the policy agenda and into everyone’s life. With Austria disposing 

of one of the highest numbers of volunteers within this field, Disaster Risk Reduction 

is really everybody’s business in Tyrol and Austria. 



Many projects are implemented in a joint venture manner, bringing together top-down 

and bottom-up approaches, government and administration, academia and the 

private sector. The wealth of accumulated expertise and experience is made use of 

throughout the country as well as in international efforts. It is no surprise that this 

‘Think Tank’, that is Tyrol, has also spearheaded and strongly advocated the 

inextricable tie between Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation. 

Disaster Risk Reduction has been recognized as the first and foremost adaptation 

measure. We are proud to say that since 2002, the alpS centre - the only dedicated 

R&D centre for natural hazard management and climate change adaptation 

technologies in mountain regions world wide - has been established in Tyrol. 

Although no newcomer to Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation, 

Tyrol is a newcomer to the ISDR system having signed up with ALL its 279 

municipalities to the ‘Making Cities Resilient’ Campaign.  While going into detail 

would go beyond the scope of this statement, I would like to highlight that Tyrol will 

be the first province in mountain regions worldwide with complete and consistent risk 

mapping and DRR concepts at all levels in place. At the end of this year, the ‘Making 

Cities Resilient’ Campaign will be launched nationally at the international conference 

‘Managing Alpine Future II’. 

By joining the ‘Making Cities Resilient’ campaign, Tyrol endeavors to share its 

knowledge and forge new partnerships in order to advance the global goals of the 

Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA). We have a lot to give and a lot to learn – and 

regard pro-active information and knowledge transfer at the local and regional level 

as ‘the’ indispensable mean to successfully implement the HFA. 

This is just a glimpse of all efforts to make Tyrol a safer and more resilient place and 

become a global actor in sustainable Disaster Risk Reduction especially in mountain 

regions. We shall look forward to cooperating with many of you and to the exciting 

prospect of mutual learning. 

 

Thank you. 


