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The Gender and Disaster Network welcomes the opportunity to emphasize two things today – one complex and one simple: the first is that we need to have a much more complex understanding of what disaster risk reduction means; and secondly, one way to help us reach that complex understanding is to connect. To connect disaster with development and connect gender to both of these. To connect geographically - across continents and scales; between governments and communities; across institutional social and cultural boundaries for socially inclusive, gender sensitive disaster risk reduction. As a web-based, virtual network we make daily connections, linking people and ideas from policy, practice and government, and I want to share with you just a few of the many points our network members have put forward to present to this meeting. 
We have heard a number of speakers mention women specifically. If there is so much apparent awareness, why do we still have a gender gap in understanding, practice and action? Because when we talk of women and disasters, we only talk of vulnerability; because when we talk about women, we assume all women are the same; because when we talk about gender, we assume we only mean women; because when we talk about men, we only talk of strength. I would like to say just a little more about these now.
When we talk of women and disasters, we only talk about vulnerability

Since its inception in 1997, the Gender and Disaster Network has focused much on women and girls as socially marginalized groups. Women and girls are faced with a range of inequalities in all countries of the world and these are reflected throughout all stages of disasters. They have been shown often to die in greater numbers in many disasters; to face discrimination and violence after disasters; and to be excluded from decision making for disaster risk reduction at all stages. However, it is dangerous to always present women as victims.  Women save many lives during disasters. They are often the ones who protect the children and the elderly when a disaster strikes; they are actively involved in traditional early warning systems; and they contribute greatly to reconstruction.  We must make more visible their capacities, and ensure the huge potential they represent is formally included in decision-making fora and in any subsequent actions. 

When we talk about women, we assume all women are the same 

However, it is not a simple case of all women being vulnerable or all women being strong. When there are disproportionate women's casualties, these are rarely equal across all women but disproportionately from already disadvantaged sectors, sub-groups, and places. Not all women are equal or the same; as not all men are equal or the same. Race and ethnicity, caste and class, physical and mental abilities, and many other social categories can separate us. 

The Gender and Disaster Network calls on those present to connect and unite, across traditional barriers, in networks of full social inclusion for disaster risk reduction and action on climate change; to connect and unite today for a fairer tomorrow. Disaster risk reduction must be about all excluded and marginalized groups but must also build partnerships with those who already hold power. 

When we talk about gender, we assume we only mean women

It is critical that women and youth – so often seen as vulnerable victims – are seen as leaders with capacities and resources. Beyond that, the Gender and Disaster Network calls on the disaster risk reduction community and all stakeholders to recognize the need to sensitize men on gender issues and to connect men with women’s groups and gender issues. Gendered disaster risk reduction (GDRR) is not just about women and girls; it is about men and boys; and inclusive of all sexual orientations. 

The Gender and Disaster Network invites more men to see themselves as partners in our struggle. 

When we talk about men, we only talk of strength
We must recognize that men can be vulnerable as well as strong in disasters – just as women can be. We must have gender disaggregated statistics collected and distributed as a matter of course. Where we already have data, it shows that disasters do not affect people equally; that impacts and risk are dependent upon social, cultural, economic and political structures and practices. Sometimes this will mean that more women die and sometimes more men. We need to know when and where and how if we are to plan and act effectively for disaster risk reduction, prevention and change.
A more complex understanding
We must have a more complex understanding of DRR; we must think and act and dialogue across the usual boundaries. The Gender and Disaster Network calls on those present to connect together, to build partnerships and dialogue between and within governments, donors, civil society organizations, and communities. Connecting all levels of governance and organization is imperative if we are to increase commitment to implement the Hyogo Framework for Action globally, nationally and locally. And if we achieve gender fair policies at the national level – as many countries have – we must ensure that these are fully institutionalised and implemented at all levels, down to the grassroots – as many are not. Equally, it is important that we ensure voice and action travels from the grassroots back up to all levels; and across levels in peer to peer learning. 

The Gender and Disaster Network recognizes the work that has already been achieved by many organizations and individual men and women – too numerous to mention here – towards gender sensitive disaster risk reduction. Gender equality and truly gendered human rights are a benefit to all and contribute to a safer and fairer tomorrow. We invite the distinguished participants to connect in these various ways, to ensure everyone is aware of their rights, entitlements and responsibilities, in order to increase commitment and measurable actions to implement the Hyogo Framework for Action globally, nationally and locally; in urban and rural environments. 
Finally, we also underline the need to make such meetings as this more accessible to those, like many in our Network, who have important knowledge and experience to share but no resources to give them a seat at this table or others like it.
A safer tomorrow must also be a fairer tomorrow and this demands the full inclusion of all citizens; not as separate or special cases but as equals. Please, make the connection. In that context we respectfully request ISDR to inform us of the mechanisms and opportunities for gender based partnerships.

Thank you.
