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REPUBLIC OFTHE GAMBIA 

S ta te me nt  a t  the  Ope ning  Ce re mo ny  o f  the  T hird 
Wo rld  Co nfe re nc e  o n Dis a s te r Ris k Re duc t io n in  
S e nda i  – De l iv e re d by  T he  Ga mbia ’s  Minis te r o f  

Env iro nme nt ,  Cl ima te  Cha ng e ,  Wa te r a nd Wild  Life ,  
Ho n.  P a  Ous ma n Ja rju 

 

Yo ur Ex c e l le nc y ,  P rime  Minis te r o f  Ja pa n 

Yo ur Ex c e l le nc y ,  T he  S e c re ta ry  Ge ne ra l  o f  the  
U nite d  N a t io ns  

Yo ur Ex c e l le nc ie s ,  He a ds  o f  S ta te  a nd Go v e rnme nts  
he re  pre s e nt   

S pe c ia l  Re pre s e nta t iv e  o f  the  U N  S e c re ta ry  Ge ne ra l  
o n Dis a s te r Ris k Re duc t io n 

He a ds  o f  U N  Ag e nc ie s ,  Re g io na l  Org a niz a t io ns ,  
Mult i- la te ra l  a nd B i- la te ra l  Org a niz a t io ns  a nd 
Ins t itut io ns  he re  pre s e nt  

Re pre s e nta t iv e s  f ro m N GOs ,  Civ i l  S o c ie ty ,  the  
P riv a te  S e c to r a nd o the r a c to rs  in  Dis a s te r Ris k 
Re duc t io n a nd Huma nita ria n Af fa irs  

Dis t ing uis he d Gue s ts ,  La die s  a nd Ge nt le me n  
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Firs t of a ll, ple as e  a llow me  to conve y the  s pe cia l gre e tings  
and be s t wis he s  from His  Exce lle ncy the  Pre s ide nt of T he  
Re public  of T he  Gambia  She ikh Profe s s or  Dr . Alhaji Yahya 
A.J.J Jamme h and from the  pe ople  of T he  Gambia . 

 

We  would like  to thank the  UNISDR for  organizing this  
impor tant wor ld confe re nce  and the  fr ie ndly gove rnme nt and 
hos pitable  pe ople  of Japan for  hos ting this  aus pic ious  e ve nt.  

 

T he  par tic ipation of T he  Gambia  in this  impor tant 
inte rnational forum provide s  a  window of oppor tunity for  us  
to join othe r  de ve loping Countr ie s  and the  inte rnational 
community a t large  to dis cus s  the  pos t 2015 Hyogo 
Frame work Age nda and productive ly par tic ipate  in the  
var ious  s e gme nts  of the  confe re nce . 

 

Madam Pre s ide nt, from the  ons e t ple as e  a llow me  to s ta te  
that T he  Gambia  ide ntifie s  its e lf with the  ide als  and 
obje ctive s  of the  T hird Wor ld Confe re nce  on Dis as te r  Ris k 
Re duction. Dur ing the  pas t thre e  de cade s , T he  Gambia  has  
e xpe r ie nce d fre que nt occur re nce  of dis as te r  e ve nts , both 
natural and anthropoge nic . T he  country is  par ticular ly 
s us ce ptible  to dis as te rs  induce d by we athe r  re la te d hazards  
s uch as  drought, winds torms , flood and s e a  le ve l r is e . A 
me tre  s e a  le ve l r is e  will le ad to the  s ubme rge nce  of about 
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92 s quare  kilome te rs  of land including the  capita l c ity which 
is  be low one  me tre  above  s e a  le ve l. 

 

T he  ne gative  s ocio- e conomic impact of the s e  dis as te rs  
could be  ve ry far  re aching and ne gative ly impacts  the  
achie ve me nts  of the  country’s  ove rall de ve lopme nt goals .  

 

Cons e que ntly, Madam Pre s ide nt, T he  Gambia’s  two 
de ve lopme nt blue  pr ints , the  Vis ion 2020 and the  
Programme  for  Acce le ra te d Growth and Employme nt 
(PAGE) 2012 – 2015, re cognize  the  country’s  vulne rability 
to dis as te rs  as  a  major  and cons tant thre at to the  
achie ve me nt of the  Mille nnium De ve lopme nt Goals  and the  
Pos t 2015 Inte rnational De ve lopme nt Age nda. 

 
For  the s e  re as ons , amongs t othe rs , in T he  Gambia , DRR is  
an inte gral obje ctive  of e nvironme ntal re la te d polic ie s . 
Cognizant of this , provis ions  to re gula te  the  manage me nt of 
e nvironme ntal dis as te rs  are  include d in the  National 
Environme nt Manage me nt Act (NEMA) of 1994. A National 
Dis as te r  Manage me nt Gove rning Council was  e s tablis he d a t 
the  highe s t politica l le ve l and chaire d by His  Exce lle ncy the  
Pre s ide nt. T his  Council include s  s e ctor  Minis te rs , the  
Pr ivate  Se ctor  and Non Sta te  Actors  to s pe arhe ad a ll DRR 
activitie s  a t national le ve l. 
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T he  Gove rnme nt e s tablis he d the  National Dis as te r  
Manage me nt Age ncy (NDMA) as  an autonomous  ins titution 
unde r  the  dire ct s upe rvis ion of HE T he  Pre s ide nt and the  
Gove rning Council. T he  Act that e s tablis he s  the  NDMA is  
comple me nte d by the  National Dis as te r  Manage me nt Policy 
and Stra te gic  Action Plan. T his  s hows  the  highe s t le ve l of 
commitme nt from gove rnme nt on matte rs  re la ting to 
dis as te r  manage me nt programme s  in the  country. Polic ie s  
and 
 
In this  re s pe ct, the  gove rnme nt continue s  to accord the  
highe s t pr ior ity to the  imple me ntation of the  Hyogo 
Frame work for  Action and would continue  to s how 
commitme nt and re s olve  in the  imple me ntation of future  
frame works  in line  with our  de ve lopme nt pr ior itie s  and 
plans .  
 
 
T he  Gambia  has  built  the  re s ilie nce  of  s ome  communitie s  
on DRR, and a ls o inve s te d in human, financia l and mate r ia l 
s uppor t le ading to incre as e d capacity of the  Dis as te r  Ris k 
Re duction Structure s  countrywide . Standard Ris k 
As s e s s me nt tools , s ituation analys is  re por t tools  and data  
colle ction tools  have  be e n de ve lope d with s uppor t from 
donor  par tne rs . T his  has  le d to the  e s tablis hme nt of an 
Ear ly Warning Sys te m, and var ious  continge ncy plans  a t 
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national and re gional le ve ls  bas e d on the s e  r is k 
as s e s s me nts . 
 
Madam Pre s ide nt, though the  Gambia  has  made  pos itive  
s tr ide s  in the  achie ve me nt of the  HFA pr ior itie s , we  a ls o 
face  var ious  challe nge s  s uch as  inade quate  Was te  
Manage me nt facilitie s , unplanne d s e ttle me nts , le ading to 
poor  dra inage  s ys te ms . Pos t dis as te r  dis e as e  outbre aks  a ls o 
pos e  thre ats  to achie ve me nts  in the  he alth s e ctor . Othe r  
challe nge s  include  inade quate  capacity in dis as te r  r is k 
manage me nt. 

 

Give n the  impor tance  of agr iculture  to e mployme nt, income  
ge ne ration, and food s e cur ity, the  Gove rnme nt of T he  
Gambia  has  come  up with the  Vis ion 2016 for  food s e lf-
s uffic ie ncy with s trong e mphas is  on building re s ilie nce . 
Howe ve r , the  agr iculture  s e ctor  is  vulne rable  to natural 
hazards  with e ve nts  of flas h floods  and droughts  pos ing 
s ignificant r is ks  to the  live lihoods  of many Gambians  as  is  
the  cas e  for  many vulne rable  communitie s  around the  wor ld.	
  	
  
	
  

Madam Pre s ide nt, give n the  above  challe nge s , we  hold the  
s trong vie w that ove rcoming the m would re quire  
inte rnational par tne rs hip and the re fore  T he  Gambia  re ne ws  
its  commitme nt to collaborating with Inte rnational par tne rs  
to addre s s ing the s e  challe nge s .	
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T he  imple me ntation of the  Pos t- 2015 Frame work on DRR 
will re quire  more  collaboration both from the  gras s roots  
le ve l to the  inte rnational le ve l. T his  will s e rve  as  a  lubr icant 
for  the  s mooth imple me ntation of the  Frame work by a ll 
countr ie s .  

 

As  we  approach the  finis h line  of the  Hyogo Frame work for  
Action 1  and antic ipating a  ne w e ra  and frame work for  DRR, 
T he  Gambia  s trongly re ite ra te s  the  impor tance  of 
inte rnational coope ration to s uppor t the  me ans  of 
imple me ntation including finance , re s e arch and appropr ia te  
te chnology for  LDCs  to e ffe ctive ly manage  dis as te r  r is k.  

 

On a  concluding note , ple as e  a llow me , on be half of His  
Exce lle ncy Pre s ide nt Alhagie  Dr  yahya AJJ Jamme h and the  
Gambian pe ople , to re gis te r  our  s ince re  thanks  and de e p 
appre cia tion to the  organize rs  of the  confe re nce  and the  
Gove rnme nt and pe ople  of Japan for  the  warm hos pita lity 
accorde d to the  Gambian de le gation.  

 

I thank you a ll for  your  kind a tte ntion. 


