Speech of the Head of the delegation of the Republic of Tajikistan - Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Tajikistan, Chairman of the National Platform for DRR at the Sixth Global Platform (GP-2019),

May 13-17, 2019, Geneva, Switzerland
Your excellency chairman!
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, 
First of all, on behalf of the delegation of the Republic of Tajikistan, I would like to welcome all the participants of this important international event and to thank the Government of Switzerland and the organizers for invitation and for the warm welcome and hospitality provided.

The Republic of Tajikistan, within the framework of the National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction, which brings together relevant ministries and agencies of the country, as well as representatives of international organizations as observers, takes effective measures to ensure sustainable development based on the four priority areas of the Sendai DRR Framework for 2015-2030".
As it is known, the Sendai DRR Framework is an important international strategic document aimed at preventing new and reducing existing risks, as well as building resilience against them.


It should be noted that the Global Platform is recognized by the international community as a mechanism to ensure coherence in the implementation of the Sendai DRR Framework and its monitoring.

Dear participants of the conference!
The overwhelming majority of natural disasters occurring in the Republic of Tajikistan are associated with the intensification of hydrometeorological processes, such as mudflows, avalanches, floods, as well as earthquakes, landslides and rockfalls.

Global changes, including climate change, high rates of population growth and rapid urbanization, significantly increase the risks of water-related disasters.
Tajikistan, taking into account the peculiarities of the growing water issues, as well as the importance of water resources for achieving sustainable development, actively and consistently promotes the water issue within the global development agenda.

Since 2000, by the initiative of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan, his excellency Mr. Emomali Rahmon, the UN General Assembly adopted a number of resolutions aimed at resolving water issues on the international agenda, including the fourth initiative of Tajikistan, the International Decade for Action “Water for Sustainable Development” for 2018 ‐2028. 

These initiatives have made a significant contribution to expanding the understanding of water issues at the global level and the need to solve them for socio-economic development, environmental sustainability, peace and stability and, in general for sustainable development.
The new decade of action is intended to be a powerful impetus for the rapid start of the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals, including reduction of the risk of water related disasters.
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen!
After adoption of the Sendai DRR Framework, the meetings of the National Platform for DRR and its Expert Group are systematically being held in the Republic of Tajikistan to integrate the recommendations of the Sendai DRR Framework, and monitor its implementation. 
I would like to inform the participants that in December 29, 2018 the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan approved the “National Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction for 2019-2030”.
In the development of this strategic document for the country, representatives of international organizations took an active part.

The Government of our country reaffirms its readiness to strengthen international cooperation in the field of disaster risk reduction and to participate in important regional meetings.
Thus, in 2016, in Dushanbe, we held the First Meeting of the Regional Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction for the countries of Central Asia and the South Caucasus, and in 2017 the Regional Meeting of the Heads of Emergency Agencies of the Central Asian countries.
Adoption of the Dushanbe Declaration and the relevant Protocol at these meetings is an important result of our joint work, which was presented at the Asian Ministerial Conference in New Delhi and at the Fifth Global Platform in the city of Cancun.
In August 2019, in Dushanbe, we are planning to hold a Regional Conference on implementation of Sendai DRR Framework in the countries of Central Asia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India and China.
To implement the recommendations of Sendai DRR Framework, currently, five large international projects in the field of disaster risk management are successfully being implemented in the Republic of Tajikistan.
In the context of the implementation of these projects, we are applying the ecosystem approach on disaster risk reduction and adaptation to climate change, as well as integrating these issues into development programs.

Dear participants of the Global Platform meeting!
In the framework of implementation of the recommendations of the Sendai DRR Framework and the New National DRR Strategy, our country plans to:

- develop and adopt medium-term government programmes  for the implementation of the National DRR Strategy;
- strengthen the technical capacity of the National Preparedness and Response System, as well as participate in the activities of the international search and rescue group INSARAG;

- establish the National Rescuers Training Center and Psychological Aid Center, including for training of Afghan rescuers;
The Government of the Republic of Tajikistan, within the Global Platform also proposes the following:
- further strengthening cooperation of the National Platforms at the global and regional levels;
- Establishment of a single reserve Fund of the Global Platform for financing disaster risk reduction projects;

- strengthening resilience to the negative environmental impacts of climate change and water-related disasters;

- holding a regular dialogue at the global level on management of water resources related disasters;
I wish you all a fruitful cooperation and success in our joint efforts.

Thank you for your attention!!!

[image: image1.png]



5

