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„Views from the Frontline 2009‟

THE HEADLINES

Global Network of Civil Society Organisations

for Disaster Reduction



“The people I work with 

every day see many 

clouds – international 

initiatives and plans, but 

very little rain – actual 

change at the frontline”

“Clouds but little rain”



VFL had 4 objectives:

1. Provide an overview of progress within participating 

countries at the local level 

2. Strengthen public accountability for disaster risk 

reduction (DRR) policy execution by establishing a local 

level monitoring system and relevant baselines

3. Enhance civil society monitoring, research, analytical 

and advocacy capabilities

4. Increase dialogue and understanding between different 

groups responsible for reducing risk.



4

7000 views

48 countries

400 organisations
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“By involving government, 

organisations and 

communities at the local level, 

Views from the Frontline has 

served to deepen the 

communication and 

coordination between different 

stakeholders on disaster risk 

reduction.”

VFL regional report, South America, 

May 2009



17 municipalities

and cities

12 municipalities 

and cities

6 municipalities 

and cities

47 civil society 

organisations

343 views from 

children, women 

and men

FOCUS ON...Philippines



FOCUS ON...Philippines



NATIONAL POLICY

Local practice

1. There is a significant 

gap between national 

and local level action

VIEWS



A breakdown of different responses shows the ‘fading-out’ of 

perceptions of progress from national level to communities ‘at-risk’

VIEWS
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2. Resources are scarce and considered one of 

the main constraints to progress… but there are 

resources at local level which remain untapped

VIEWS



„Poverty 

alleviation‟

„Disaster risk 

reduction‟
„Climate 

adaptation‟

VIEWS



3. Climate change 

provides an 

opportunity to 

address 

underlying risk 

factors, raise 

resources and 

commitment

„Poverty 

alleviation‟

„Disaster risk 

reduction‟

„Climate 

adaptation‟

VIEWS



4. The foundation 

for building 

resilience is 

people’s 

awareness and 

understanding of 

the risks that they 

face.

VIEWS



Four things people at the frontline are saying…

1. Nationally-formulated policies are not generating widespread 

systemic changes in local practices. 

2. Resources are scarce and considered one of the main 

constraints to progress… but there are resources at local level, 

which remain untapped. 

3. Climate change provides a threat and an opportunity to address 

underlying risk factors, raise external resources and political 

commitment for building resilience. 

4. The foundation for building resilience is people’s awareness and 

understanding of the risks that they face. 

VIEWS



Tapping local 

resources and 

capacities

Citizen`s platforms and 

networks 

Knowledge and practices 

along with the ability to 

transfer these

Partnerships with local and 

national governments to 

promote a collaborative 

approach to pro’-poor DRR.



recommendations



Summary recommendations

1. Support strategies to deepen engagement with at-risk communities

2. Recognise the right to participation of at-risk women, men and children in policy and 

legislation

3. Undertake participatory local risk assessments as a strategic entry point

4. Use local risk knowledge to inform action planning of key development sectors

5. Decentralise authority and decision-making in support of local partnerships for risk 

reduction, poverty and climate adaptation

6. Develop innovative funding strategies to directly support local partnerships

7. Extend Views from the Frontline coverage and incorporate climate adaptation indicators

8. Use social networking and IT innovations to raise awareness and social demand for DRR

9. Invest in networks that promote coordination and foster dialogue and collaboration

10. Reform the humanitarian response system, strengthening local and national capacities to 

reduce future vulnerabilities





Christina Amarchey - Tuesday, 16 June 2009, 07:44 AM

I was at the First Session and already feel I am there as I follow your vivid 

description of events. The questions on my mind as we closed the First 

Session were: Are we going to see a significant progress on the 

implementation of HFA in two years' time- at the time of the Second 

Session? And how effective would be the contribution of civil society? I am 

thrilled we found VFL. For all intends and purposes, it is proving to be a 

vehicle we have used to make a giant step in setting up the stage for 

accelerated implementation of HFA.

On Next Steps, organising 'a series of regional and global learning reviews 

with network members to learn from the VFL pilot experience; drawing out 

recommendations for the future' is key. 

Wish you a fruitful Second Session!
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Your views



Next steps
• Further country consultations and thematic 

analysis

• Learning reviews

• Extend review within participating countries and 

geographically expand into more – VFL to serve 

as an independent periodic audit of progress 

towards risk reduction

• Incorporate climate adaptation considerations

• Form strategic alliances with relevant networks 

and coalitions

• Develop links with respected academic institutions

• Research social networking

• Establish multi-donor trust fund to support future 

development of VFL



Your views



The challenge is to build and maintain 

momentum at the frontline…

www.globalnetwork-dr.org


