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Building a Community Around Data



OpenStreetMap:

Anyone can help.

Anyone can use the data.



The OSM Community

300,000 + registered users

1,000's of active contributors

Groups in 70+ countries



OpenStreetMap:

Flexible Data Model

Online and Offline Editing Tools

Active Developer Ecosystem



Port au Prince in OSM, January 2010
January 1, 2010 January 30, 2010



OSM after the quake in Haiti

Used on the GPS devices of 
search and rescue teams

Most key GIS actors in Haiti are 
using OSM data in their work

Strong connections between the 
OSM community and OCHA and
IOM helped the partnership



The Humanitarian OpenStreetMap Team

http://hot.openstreetmap.org
http://twitter.com/hotosm

An organization working to 
promote the use of open 
data and volunteered 
geographic information 
within the humanitarian 
and development contexts



OpenStreetMap Trainings



Imports of existing information and Data Modeling





The First Mapping Party in Cite Soleil



Camp Mapping



Cholera Treatment Centers



COSMHA - The OpenStreetMap Community of Haiti

Registered organization in
Haiti as of November 2010

Regular monthly meetings

Over 200 members



Beyond Port au Prince



Community Infrastructure

Meetups

Listserves 

The Wiki



Mapping Emergency Shelters



Next Steps

Partnerships with Universities

Strengthening connection to 
government (CNIGS, DPC)

Continuing work with NGOS 
with long-term commitments 
in Haiti.



Thank you.

rsoden@worldbank.org
http://gfdrr.org/labs
twitter.com/rsoden

mailto:rsoden@worldbank.org
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