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-- Crowdsourcing baseline / curated data -- 



You know your part of the world
better than any body else

 Map Maker 
-- Crowdsourcing baseline / curated data -- 

We provide a way for anyone to share what they know
with the rest of the world



Map Maker data has Reach…

Map Maker Data Download

Google Maps

Google Maps API

Google Maps for Mobile & Google Earth



Google Mission Statement

Organize the world’s (geographic) information and 
make it universally accessible and useful



Map Maker is more than a tool, it’s also a diverse 
and global community 
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We are helping to strengthen in-country geospatial communities,  
that will remain engaged over time

We are working and partnering with mappers (local/diaspora), UN, 
NGOs, start-ups, data providers, and more – 

--  to create and enable more content online  
--  to develop a product that is locally meaningful 

We are working with universities : raising the level of curriculum for 
geospatial technologies  --  encouraging innovation and 
entrepreneurship3
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Concrete applications

180+ countries, in 60 languages!



1 Day After Earthquake  -  Jan 13, 2010Pre-Earthquake  -  Aug 26, 2009

13 Days After Earthquake  -  Jan  25, 2010

Haiti



Damages assessments
UNITAR, JRC, World Bank

Map Maker data put to use in Haiti



The Pakistani community

Local.com.pk/



The Map Maker community responds to 
2010 landslides, Atta Abad, Pakistan



UNOSAT’s use of Google Map Maker 
Data for Pakistan Floods 2010

• UNOSAT Analysis of satellite imagery 
over flood-affected areas was improved 
by detailed geographic data about 
population, transportation and 
infrastructure from Google Map Maker

• 20 mapping products
• 40,000 downloads for Pakistan
• 800,000 people received assistance 

due to the availability of Map Maker 
data



Use of Google Maps & Earth for Relief, reconstruction





Humanitarian & Development Orgs, Civil Society 
team up to build better maps for Sudan



Humanitarian efforts // disaster preparedness
Let’s build a better map of Sudan

Imagery acquisition 

– 125 000+ sqkm  of historical & fresh imagery over Southern Sudan
– This new imagery is covering about 40% of the crisis areas



A global community

…I’m used to seeing maps and thinking of them as a collection of edits or points 
of interests.  They’re alive, they’re personal, and they tell the stories of the people 
who create them... 

sites.google.com/site/mapyourworldcommunity/ 



The use of Volunteer Technology Communities
(VTCs) made possible by new Web 2.0 
technologies present a fundamental shift in 
how we can support Disaster Risk 
Management  and Development programs. 

A starting point for discussions of how
UN agencies, The World Bank and other 
organizations might better integrate/use the 
best parts of these VTCs going forward. 

Volunteer Technology Communities 



Please contact us for questions, requests, and suggestions

France Lamy
flamy@google.com

Thank you!
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