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q 	  Disasters	   resulting	   from	   natural	   hazards	   have	   long	   and	   short	  
term	   impacts	   on	   the	   society	   and	   the	   economy	   of	   a	   country,	  
precluding	  progress	  towards	  sustainable	  development.	  	  

q  	   Disaster	   is	   not	   completely	   natural	   phenomena,	   	   rather	   it	   is	  
related	   to	   development	   issues	   that	   increase	   the	   vulnerability	   to	  
natural	  and	  manmade	  hazards.	  	  

q 	   People	   in	  developing	   countries	  have	   limited	  ability	   to	  manage	  
hazards,	   and	   thus	   they	   are	   more	   vulnerable.	   (e.g.	   unplanned	  
urbanization	   leads	   to	   environmental	   degradation,	   pollution,	   over	  
consumption	  of	  natural	  resources,	  poverty…etc,	  This	  turns	  hazards	  
into	  disasters.	  	  

Q DISASTER	  =	  NATURAL	  HAZARDS	  +	  HIGH	  VULNERABLE	  CONDITIONS	  



•  Source,	  UNEP,	  GRID	  Arendal,	  2011,	  http://maps.grida.no/go/graphic/number-‐of-‐disasters-‐per-‐year	  



•  Source,	  UNEP,	  GRID	  Arendal,	  2011,	  http://maps.grida.no/go/graphic/number-‐of-‐people-‐affected-‐by-‐	  
climate-‐related-‐disasters-‐in-‐developing-‐and-‐developed-‐countries	  	  

Q NUMBER	   OF	   PEOPLE	   AFFECTED	   BY	   CLIMATE-‐RELATED	   DISASTERS	   IN	  
DEVELOPING	  &	  DEVELOPED	  COUNTRIES	  
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q Bendimerad	   has	   referred	   to	   four	   main	   parallel	   lines	   and	  
proposed	   actions	   required	   for	   disaster	   reduction:	   1)	   community	  
participation,	   2)	   public	   policy,	   3)safer	   construction	   and	   urban	  
development,	  and	  4)	  development	  of	  a	  culture	  of	  prevention.	  	  

q Caren	  Levy,	  1999,	  “Process	  of	  institutionalizing	  Gender	  in	  Policy	  
&	  Planning”,	  presented	  a	  web	  of	  13	  important	  elements,	  by	  which	  
Gender	  issues	  are	  mainstreamed	  into	  development	  planning.	  

q HFA	  identi]ied	  5	  priorities	  for	  action:	  1)	  Ensure	  that	  disaster	  risk	  
reduction	   is	   a	   national	   and	   a	   local	   priority	   with	   a	   strong	  
institutional	   basis	   for	   implementation,	   2)	   Identify,	   assess	   and	  
monitor	   disaster	   risks	   and	   enhance	   early	   warning,	   3)	   Use	  
knowledge,	   innovation	   and	   education	   to	   build	   a	   culture	   of	   safety	  
and	   resilience	   at	   all	   levels,	   4)	  Reduce	   the	  underlying	   risk	   factors	  
and	  5)	  Strengthen	  disaster	  preparedness	  for	  effective	  response	  at	  
all	  levels	  .	  	  
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q Institutionalisation	   is	   de]ined	   as	   “the	   process	   whereby	   social	  
practices	   become	   suf]iciently	   regular	   	   and	   continuous	   to	   be	  
described	   as	   institutions',	   that	   	   is,	   `	   social	   practices	   that	   are	  
regularly	   and	   continuously	   repeated,	   are	   sanctioned	   and	  
maintained	  by	  social	  norms,	  and	  have	  a	  major	   	  signi]icance	  in	  the	  
social	   structure”	   (Hill	   	   &	   Turner,	   1988,	   cited	   in	   Levy	   1999,	   p.	   1).	  
However,	  the	  term	  should	  add	  the	  concept	  of	  sustained	  change	  to	  
the	  de]inition	  (ibid).	  	  	  	  

q To	  integrate	  DRR	  into	  development	  programmes	  on	  sustainable	  
basis.	  

q To	  manage	  pre	  and	  post	  disaster	  events	  .	  
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q  	   Stakeholders,	   include	   community,	  
indigenous	   groups,	   non-‐government	   sector,	  
including	   civil	   society	   and	   scienti]ic	  
community.	  

q Interests	  and	  needs	  are	  presented	   through	  
political	   leaders	   and	   their	   community	  
leaders.	  

q B o t h 	   s t a k e h o l d e r s 	   a n d 	   t h e i r	  
representatives	   formulate	   pressure	   of	  
political	  constituencies,	  that	  leads	  to	  lobbying	  
and	  actions.	  

q Interests	   are	   translated	   into	   	   political	  
commitment.	  	  
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q 	  Political	  commitment	  is	  crucial	  for	  policy.	  

q Policy	   involves	   regulatory	   framework,	  
r e g u l a t i o n s , 	   l a w s , 	   i n s t i t u t i o n a l	  
arrangements…etc	  .	  

q There	   should	   be	   a	   speci]ic	   institution	   or	  
department	  responsible	  for	  DRR.	  	  

q Financial	   and	   human	   resources	   are	  
important	  for	  implementing	  policy	  and	  take	  
actions.	  	  

q Also	   actions	   needs	   resources	   to	   be	  
implemented.	  
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q Actions	   and	   responsibility	   need	   team	  
development,	   (practice	   through	   actions	   is	  
important	   otherwise	   training	   will	   be	  
forgotten).	  

q Information	   technology,	   includes	   database	  
and	  early	  warning	  system	  at	  local	  and	  national	  	  
levels,	  providing	  data	  on	  previous	  hazards	  and	  
disasters,	  as	  well	  as	  unsafe	  areas.	  	  

q There	   should	   be	   ongoing	   monitoring	   and	  
evaluation	   for	   identifying	   lessons	   learnt,	   for	  
improvement	  at	  planning	  scale.	  	  
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q Outcomes	   of	   Monitoring	   and	   evaluation	   will	  
be	   used	   in	   research	   activities,	   also	   the	  
information	  will	  be	  used	  in	  the	  research.	  

q Research	  outcomes	  will	  be	  used	   in	  education	  
and	   awareness	   activities,	   and	   through	  
information	  technology	  and	  media	  to	  the	  public.	  	  

q Awareness	   and	   sessions	   will	   be	   delivered	   to	  
the	  stakeholders,	  for	  development	  of	  culture	  of	  
prevention,	  and	  thus,	  restart	  the	  cycle.	  	  
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q Achieving	   institutionalisation	   of	   DRR	   requires	   a	   holistic	  
approach,	   involving	   several	   norms	   and	   elements,	   where	   all	   the	  
actors	   have	   to	   participate	   to	   reduce	   vulnerability	   to	   natural	  
hazards,	  and	  thus	  risks.	  

q The	   methodology	   presented	   can	   be	   used	   as	   a	   diagnosis	  
framework,	   by	   which,	   we	   can	   know	   to	   what	   extend	   a	   speci]ic	  
country	  is	  prepared	  to	  a	  natural	  hazard.	  

q The	   starting	   point	   of	   this	   diagnosis	   framework	   is	   based	   on	   the	  
user	  needs	  and	  location.	   	  However,	  all	  elements	  work	  in	  some	  way	  
to	  de]ine	  the	  room	  for	  manoeuvre.	  	  

q For	   better	   use,	   each	   element	   should	   be	   carefully	   analysed	  
through	  SWOT	  analysis,	  de]ining	  the	  main	  actors	  in	  each	  element,	  
and	  thus	  the	  strategic	  path	  shall	  be	  de]ined.	  	  
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