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1) Outline 

 
The latest round of negotiations of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) in Cancun established clear commitments on financing and 
implementing climate change adaptation.  Much needs to be done to strengthen the 
alliance between climate change and disaster risk reduction because no country is 
immune to disasters.  Progress has been made and with better integration of information 
and plans, more lives can be saved.  
 

 
2) Key messages, outcomes, recommendations 

 
There were enormous challenges in responding to climate change.  A lot of knowledge 
about climate change adaptation is not reaching those who need it the most (for example 
as many as 70 countries do not have the capacity to understand and implement 
information on climate change adaptation). At the same time there are many projects, 
each requiring a separate regime taking up institutional and financial resources, which 
are virtually trying to achieve the same thing. Panel members emphasized:  
 

 The fundamental need for joint approaches and partnerships.   
 

 Natural disasters and climate change are part of a complex system and the 
subsequent actions to be taken cannot be simply limited to one or two issues.   

 



 The gap between knowledge and needs must be filled in many disciplines and 
therefore research efforts should certainly be strengthened.   

 

 Recognise and act on the fact that prevention of disasters is one of the four priorities 
raised in the Global Framework of Climate Services.  

 
 

3) Conclusions 
 

The panel agreed that there needs to be higher ambitions to address climate change 
adaptation and disaster risk reduction as an integral concept linked to a common 
resilience framework. Disaster risk reduction as an integral part of climate change 
adaptation will need to be affordable and technologically viable. This calls for addressing 
mitigation and adaptation linking preparation and knowledge of causes. 


