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Summary of the session:

	The event brought out the preparedness side of the Global Platform’s focus on adaptation to

	climate change. It focused on several positive experiences of government and civil

	society cooperation in strengthening legal preparedness for disasters, as part of their efforts to carry out the Hyogo Framework of Action.  Each of the speakers reported on ongoing processes in their country to review and/or develop their disaster legislation, taking into account the new “Guidelines for the domestic facilitation and regulation of international disaster relief and initial recovery assistance” as well as other international norms and best practices.

Presentations were provided by Mr. Ross Sovann, Deputy Secretary-General, Cambodia National Committee for Disaster Management, Mr. Emmanuel Tommy, Secretary-General of the Sierra Leone Red Cross Society, and Mr. Dag Olav Hogvold, Senior Advisor, Norwegian Directorate for Civil Protection and Emergency Planning.

	

	


Key questions raised (1-5), by whom and answers provided:

	· 1. Atty. Violeta S. Seva, Earthquakes and Megacities Initiative: How will Cambodia’s new legislation create an enabling environment to local authorities to be able to undertake action on disaster preparedness based on a firm legal basis?
Mr. Sovann:  To date, one of our problems has been to ensure specific funding to activities at the different levels.  The new law will address this by allocating resources to the local as well as national levels. 


	· 2. Abbas Zabarah, Secretary General, Yemen Red Crescent Society: What is the role of the community in the national disaster management structure in Cambodia?

Mr. Tommy:  At the level of the commune, we have Communal Committees of Disaster Management. The structure at the ground level is a bit different from the district, provincial and national level in order to be able to allow for more community participation. Specifically for emergency relief, the lead is with the Red Cross and NGOs based in each commune.

	· 3. Gregory Takets, APCMCOE, Australia: What is the level of Government involvement in the process in Sierra Leone?

We do work closely with the Government. The Chair of the Task Force is actually from the Government Office of National Security. However, it is a very new department on disaster management in the Government and but they are not a legal department and therefore do not have the experience in working with the other departments in pushing the issue forward with Ministries and the Parliament. This is the strength of the task force as it has people from different institutions. 


	4. Rachmat Ahadijat, Indonesian Red Cross: what is the scope of the disaster management legislation in Cambodia?
In Cambodia, the Indonesian example is actually taken as a reference. Preparedness and response are two sides of the same coin. The disaster management law will cover the entire disaster management cycle, including risk reduction as well as preparedness and response.


	· 5. Andre Mollard, European Commission: what are the main difficulties in expanding IDRL all over the world: legal problems? National problems? 

· The difficulty tends to be with the scope of the projects. Once they start with a focus on IDRL, they tend to become larger, covering other aspects of disaster response, risk reduction, pandemic preparedness, etc. This makes promotion of IDRL more complicated but it is also an opportunity to encourage a holistic approach.



Main challenges/constraints identified:

	1. Often the main Government agency interested in having a strong disaster management law does not have legal expertise. Therefore, it requires a lot of collaboration between different Government departments and ministries. 

	2. Increasing importance of regional agreements/ arrangements that also focus on disaster management. 

	3. Challenge of trying to incorporate too many issues in the disaster management legislation. 


Key Messages (1-3): Proposed solutions to the main challenges / Recommendations:

	1. Partnership:  Strengthening legal preparedness requires partnerships across ministries and extending from the national to the local level of governments.  It should also be inclusive of civil society, notably National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.

2. Comprehensive approach:  Laws related to international disaster assistance must be integrated into overall DM legislation.  DM laws should take a holistic approach, covering the whole disaster cycle.

3. International Cooperation:  Domestic champions can draw on international organizations like the IFRC and OCHA to help them make their case about the need for legal preparedness with their colleagues in other ministries.  They can draw important assistance and inspiration through regional cooperation, including regional organizations.




Conclusions by the Chair of the session:

	Disaster preparedness is an issue for all countries, even those that have not recently experienced a massive disaster.  They should draw on the experience of other governments who have had to deal with the complexities related to international assistance and other regulatory issues.   International documents like the IDRL Guidelines and the Guidance and Indicator Package for Implementing Hyogo 5 can help with this.
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