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 In the inaugural remarks the Minister of the MoFDM Dr Abdur 
Razzak reiterated the government’s commitment towards DRR in 
the backdrop of increasing disasters in the changed climate.  
The key note presenter Md Tarikul Islam presented the growing  
vulnerabilities of Bangladesh to climatic extremes, as well as the 
existing institutional capacities, and the graduation of Bangladesh 
as a leader in DRR. Bangladesh has a long experience of 
community based DRR and building on that capacity would be 
effective way to deal with future challenges. Climate change 
impacts in Bangladesh will be largely in the form of increased 
disasters. Therefore, the suggested adaptation measures are 
largely DRR++ interventions. Therefore the available tools like risk 
assessment (CRA), risk reduction action plans (RRAPS), could be 
utilised as community based climate change adaptation tools. 
Resource could be a major challenge for DRR since focus are now 
being shifted to CCA. However, in case of clear understanding of 
the linkage between DRR and CCA, that challenge can be easily 
overcome.  
Dilruba Haider pointed out that the people of Bangladesh are 
already bearing the brunt of climate change by increased 
frequency and severity of cyclonic storms, tidal surge and floods. 
Then she described some of the DRR practices in Bangladesh: 
community risk assessment, risk reduction action plan, homestead 
raising, rain water harvesting, combined rice-fish cultivation, 
community based flood information system, disaster resistant rice 
varieties, pond-sand filter for drinking water, floating seed-bed and 
vegetable cultivation. Finally it was pointed out that the 
investments in DRR and CCA has to be community focussed and 
community led to optimise the investment.   
Mr Koji Suzuki spoke about experiences from Japan and ADRC; 
he mentioned that the Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake of 1995 
demonstrated the power of the community. Majority of the 



earthquake affected people were saved from the debris by the 
community people, not by the government. However getting 
people’s attention to and involving them in DRR activities in Japan 
is a challenge, since people are very busy with their own works. 
Disaster education in school can be a very effective strategy. 
Finally he mentioned the need for enhancing people’s income 
earning opportunities. 
Mr Gilberto Romero mentioned about the study that was being 
done in Peru on CC impact on livelihoods of the Andean 
population.The study is done in 3 phases: phase I analyses the 
hazards, vulnerabilities and capacities. Phase II identifies the 
measures for RR and implements them. Finally in phase III RR 
plan is incorporated in the local development plan. Under the 
initiative community based early warning system has been 
strengthened.  
Prof.Davis said that Bangladesh has, over the years, developed 
many good practices in DRR which needs to be shared with the 
world community, especially in the areas of early warning, 
community mobilisation, and CBDRR.   

Recommendations 
for the ISDR 
system (list 2 or 3 
items) 

1.DRR practices have to be identified as CCA  
2.DRR and CCA strategies and programmes have to be led by 
community, and government and others need to play the role of 
facilitators  

Additional 
information 

dg@dmb.gov.bd  
tarik.islam@undp.org 
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