
 
REPORT ON INDIVIDUAL EVENT 

 
Date of event: 16 June 2009 Your name: Marisol Estrella  
 
Event type (tick the box):  Event name (write the name below): 
 Pre-session Investing in ecosystems management for sustainable livelihoods 

and disaster reduction: Challenges and solutions  
 High-level panel  
 Round Table  
 Informal Plenary   
X Special Event  
 Other  
 
Number of participants - 
(Please count or estimate this, as not all will be recorded in the list.) 

Total: 53  

 
1) Key questions or issues raised, main challenges or constraints identified (say, max 5):  
If possible, record who raised these. 
 
1. There is a need to collate hard and quantifiable evidence regarding ecosystems’ contribution to 

disaster reduction. In particular, the economic case for investing in ecosystems must be made.  
2. Our understanding of disasters must be linked to pre-existing vulnerabilities in order to make an 

effective link to the role of ecosystems in DRR.  
2.1. There is a need to recognize the human factor - the social, economic and governance 

aspects - that play an important role in exacerbating or mitigating disaster impacts. 
3. Linkages between the environment and disasters, in the past, often focused on the environmental 

impacts of disasters. A key change over the last 10 years is the increased recognition of the role of 
ecosystems in supporting livelihoods and in enabling people to adapt to climate change and build 
resilience against disasters. 

4. There is a need to expand the focus beyond coastal ecosystems and include other types of 
ecosystems, such as those in highland or interior areas. 

5. It is also critical, however, to recognize the practical limitations of ecosystems in protecting 
against disasters. 

6. Local or indigenous knowledge or experience with respect to coping with and responding to 
disasters must also be valued. For instance, community-based natural resource governance play an 
important role in protecting and sustainable managing natural resources.  

 
2) Principal proposed solutions, messages or recommendations: 
If possible, record who offered these. 
1. To draft a 2-3 page policy statement on ecosystems, livelihoods and DRR. (This will be produced 

by PEDRR before the end of June and will be circulated to the participants who attended the 
event.) 

2. To undertake science-based, quantitative studies which can build an effective case for ecosystems 
in actually reducing risk. For instance, ecosystem valuation studies should present the economic 
costs and benefits of ecosystems services for DRR or take into account the technical or scientific 
basis of proposed interventions (i.e. hydraulic regime of a particular area, occurrence intervals of 
different types of natural hazards over time). Such studies should provide a more informed and 
statistical basis to make priority commitments and decisions.  

3. To identify how best we can help countries and governments strengthen their decision-making 
processes with respect to integrating ecosystems management in DRR strategies.  



4. To involve local communities and recognize indigenous knowledge and capacities.  
 

3) Conclusions by the Chair of the event: 
 
The Chair summarized the discussion by highlighting four main recommendations from the 
event: 
1. It is important to look for quantifiable science based evidence demonstrating the benefits of  

ecosystems for disaster risk reduction.  

2. We need to engage with other development and humanitarian communities working on 
issues such as the DRR, climate change, sustainable development, poverty reduction and 
biodiversity amongst others, so that we can engage as a collective with policy makers 
more effectively.  

3. We need to develop more effective communication tools and strategies to raise public 
awareness and facilitate informed policy decisions.  

4. There is a need to maximize the involvement of local communities in ecosystems 
management and DRR. 

5. Ecosystems provide an important opportunity for reducing risk but may not be the only 
method for engagement. Other approaches will have to be taken into account to maximise 
an effective DRR response.  

4) Your additional thoughts on the event: 
(E.g. on tone and success of event, unresolved issues, commitments made by participants, etc.) 
  
There was lively discussion following the presentations. Comments from the audience touched on a 
wide array of issues that ranged from the technical aspects to the socio-political aspects of 
mainstreaming ecosystems in DRR initiatives. One outstanding issue is how to follow-through on 
some of the recommendations.  
 
 


