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REPORT ON INDIVIDUAL EVENT
	Date of event:
	June 17, 2009
	Your name:
	Jayantha Gunasekera


	Event type (tick the box): 
	Event name (write the name below):

	
	Pre-session
	

	
	High-level panel
	

	
	Round Table
	

	
	Informal Plenary 
	

	
	Special Event
	Indigenous Knowledge for Disaster Risk Reduction

	
	Other
	


	Number of participants -
(Please count or estimate this, as not all will be recorded in the list.)
	Total: 51


__________________________________________________________________________________

1) Key questions or issues raised, main challenges or constraints identified (say, max 5): 
If possible, record who raised these.
I. What are the tools and methodologies developed to integrate traditional knowledge and scientific knowledge?  Models that facilitate collaboration and integration of scientific and local communities. – Participant from Japan
II. It is necessary to make the indigenous knowledge more explicit in order to integrate them into the scientific communities. How to understand the scientific base underlying the superstitious actions of the traditional knowledge practices? - Fancy ,World Vision

III. What mechanisms in place incorporate traditional knowledge into school education
2) Principal proposed solutions, messages or recommendations:

If possible, record who offered these.
I. It was emphasized the need to transform the Participatory Disaster Risk assessment into action, translate the traditional knowledge into state of micro level planning. Eg. Drought and flood resistant crop varieties practiced by communities can be the base of local agricultural planning. – Sanjeew , EPICOR India
II. Localities are workshops of local knowledge generation. This process of knowledge generation and putting them into practice at larger scale can be facilitated by integrating them with government DRR and development systems and research agendas.
3) Conclusions by the Chair of the event:

Traditional knowledge is accumulative and intuitive that builds on actual practice on the ground through out generations. The scientific community should not go to teach the communities, instead learn from communities and blend it with scientific knowledge, and transform them into action.
4) Your additional thoughts on the event:
(E.g. on tone and success of event, unresolved issues, commitments made by participants, etc.)
Key points from the key note speeches,
· It is very important to understand the answers to the following key questions in order to maximize the use of traditional knowledge in DRR;

a. What is Local knowledge

b. Why is local knowledge important for DRR

c. How does one engage local knowledge and mobilize it for DRR

· Quote from HFA - “Disasters can be substantially reduced if people are well informed and motivated towards a culture of prevention and resilience, which in turn requires collection, compilation and dissemination of relevant knowledge and information on hazards, vulnerabilities and capacities”. This includes all relevant traditional and indigenous knowledge & cultural heritage.

· It was mentioned that there is massive loss of indigenous knowledge due to urbanization (more than 50% of the world population now live in urban areas).
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