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REPORT ON INDIVIDUAL EVENT
	Date of event:
	15 June 2009
	Your name:
	Madhavi Ariyabandu


	Event type (tick the box): 
	Event name (write the name below):

	X
	Pre-session
	Disaster Preparedness (HFA-V) in South Asia  organized by 
SAARC 

	
	High-level panel
	

	
	Round Table
	

	
	Informal Plenary 
	

	
	Special Event
	

	
	Other
	


	Number of participants -
(Please count or estimate this, as not all will be recorded in the list.)
	Total: 30


__________________________________________________________________________________

1) Key questions or issues raised, main challenges or constraints identified (say, max 5): 
If possible, record who raised these.
1. Exploring disaster risk reduction aspects  in  the preparedness mechanisms

2. Role of SAARC  in  resolving the inter governmental  response and DRR issues 

3. Engaging  and utilizing the existing community groups, including the self help groups of women in preparedness in DRR

4. Inadequacy of engaging women in the disaster preparedness and DRR programmes in the  countries in the region 

5. Addressing DRR within the climate change adaptations  

2) Principal proposed solutions, messages or recommendations:

If possible, record who offered these.

1. Need for SAARC support on the inter- governmental issues of reducing risk 
2. SAARC to take on the role of facilitation  for regional data sharing  to address the flood and other disaster preparedness capacities of the member states in the region, for example exchange of remote sensing data

3. Utlise existing community groups, women’s groups, self help groups as a main resource  for disaster risk reduction at the local level, build and utilize their capacities for preparedness and DRR 
4. National governments and civil society  to find  the way out for the challenges faced within the cultural and social context of engaging women more actively, recognizing and facilitating their capacities

3) Conclusions by the Chair of the event:
1. Countries in the region have achieved substantial gains in disaster preparedness and early warning systems, as proven by the examples of cyclone preparedness in Bangladesh, earthquake recovery in Pakistan and  tsunami warning and evacuation system in Sri Lanka

2. However there are substantial gaps, mainly in terms of political commitment, resource constraints, gaps in capacity, awareness and expertise on risk management and risk reduction
3. SAARC  is in process of  preparing roadmap for integrating DRR an to CCA adaptations, has proposed a 3 year action plan for the member states 

4. SAARC has no regional agreements as such for risk reduction 

5. Governments need the support and cooperation of the civil society in  advancing with disaster preparedness and risk reduction 
4) Your additional thoughts on the event:
(E.g. on tone and success of event, unresolved issues, commitments made by participants, etc.)
Discussion raised   most pertinent issues for the countries in the region and on the inter governmental issues.

Need for more active role of SAARC  to address pending  inter governmental DRR issues  such as data sharing for DRR, and  preparedness was strongly emphasized. 
With reference to smaller countries within the region, the need for  SAARC support with dignity  was highlighted.
Cultural issues in the tribal areas in Pakistan was shown as a unbreakable barrier in engaging women in DRR.

The session  demonstrated that there are  severe gaps on awareness  on gender aspects in  DRR amongst the government agencies in the South Asian  sub continent. This require attention in future advocacy and awareness building strategies.

Ground realities related to social, cultural  and religious aspects,  in the Tribal areas in Pakistan were cited as impassable barriers  to  engage women in disaster management  and  disaster risk reduction  in an organized manner.  While it is acknowledged that women  handle many activities  while men are away at work, It is not culturally acceptable to  have any organised activities with women  in these areas.
It was mentioned  that 33 %  and 50% in  the local government seats  in India and Pakistan respectively are reserved  for women. It was also mentioned that socio cultural barriers come in the way of this quota being  filled by women, however  this need to be taken as an entry point  to work towards greater engagement  of women, developing their skills and capacities for DRR.

What could be  the  other strategies and windows of opportunity  to strengthen the capacities s and role of women  in  building community resilience?
What are the strategies  for engagement  and strengthening capacities of women  within the existing  socio cultural constraints?
_______________________________________________________________________________
The Pre-  conference session organised by the South Asia Association for Regional Cooperation  on ‘Disaster Preparedness  in South Asia – HFA Priority No 5 raised the issues of:
· Achieving disaster risk reduction  within  the preparedness mechanisms;

· The role of SAARC  in  resolving the inter - governmental  disaster  response and  risk reduction issues; 
· Engaging  and utilizing the existing community groups, and  the self help groups of women in disaster preparedness, and in DRR

· Inadequacy of engagement women in the disaster preparedness and DRR programmes in the  countries in the region 

· Addressing DRR within the climate change adaptations  

The main observations and the recommendations of the session are as follows: 
1. Countries in the region have achieved substantial gains in disaster preparedness and early warning systems, as proven by the examples of cyclone preparedness in Bangladesh, earthquake recovery in Pakistan and  tsunami warning and evacuation system in Sri Lanka

2. However there are substantial gaps, mainly in terms of political commitment, resource constraints, gaps in capacity, awareness and expertise on risk management and risk reduction

3. SAARC  is in process of  preparing roadmap for integrating DRR an to CCA adaptations, has proposed a 3 year action plan for the member states 

4. At present SAARC has no regional agreements as such for risk reduction 

5. Governments need the support and cooperation of the civil society in  advancing with disaster preparedness and risk reduction 
The discussion s at the session  demonstrated that there are  severe gaps on awareness  on gender aspects in  DRR amongst the government agencies in the South Asian  sub continent. 

Ground realities related to social, cultural  and religious aspects,  in the Tribal areas in Pakistan were cited as impassable barriers  to  engage women in disaster management  and  disaster risk reduction  in an organized manner.  While it is acknowledged that women  handle many activities  while men are away at work,  it was observed that it is not culturally acceptable to  have any organised activities with women  in these areas.

It was mentioned  that 33 %  and 50% in  the local government seats  in India and Pakistan respectively are reserved  for women. It was also mentioned that socio cultural barriers come in the way of this quota being  filled by women, however  this need to be taken as an entry point  to work towards greater engagement  of women, developing their skills and capacities for DRR. In this context the discussion raised the following questions: 

What could be  the  other strategies and windows of opportunity  to strengthen the capacities s and role of women  in  building community resilience?

What are the strategies  for engagement  and strengthening capacities of women  within the existing  socio cultural constraints?
The session  recommended the  following: 

1. There is a  strong need for SAARC  to address the inter- governmental issues of reducing risk
2. More specifically, SAARC to take on the role of facilitation  of regional data sharing  to address the flood and other disaster preparedness capacities of the member states in the region, for example exchange of remote sensing data

3. To utilise existing community groups, women’s groups, self help groups as a main resource  for disaster risk reduction at the local level, build and utilize their capacities for preparedness and DRR 
4. National governments and civil society  to find  the way out for the challenges faced within the cultural and social context of engaging women more actively, recognizing and facilitating their capacities
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