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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

SAARC, sub-regional of South Asian countries gets affected with a multitude of climate related hazards, such as cyclones, floods, drought, extreme temperature, storm surges and Glacial Lake Outburst Floods. The fourth assessment report of IPCC and first assessment report of Indian Network of Climate Change Assessment (INCCA) in 2010 has confirmed that in future, Climate change is expected to increase the frequency and intensity of current climate related hazards/extreme weather/ hydro-meteorological events, greater monsoon variability and also the emergence of new hazards turning into disaster that can be manifested in form of sea level rise and new vulnerabilities with differential spatial and socio-economic impacts on communities. This unprecedented increase is expected to have severe impact on the hydrological cycle, Glaciers / mountainous area, water resource (drought, flood, drinking water, forest & ecosystems, sea level / coastal area /losses of coastal wetlands and mangroves), food security, health and other related areas. The increasing frequency and intensity of the mentioned hazards in combination with the socio-economic parameters of the sub continent result in high levels of vulnerability of the population, physical and economic assets. The impact would be particularly disastrous for developing countries and further degrade the resilience of poor, vulnerable communities, which make up between half of the population of eight SAARC Countries (e.g., Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka) and the physiographic setup of the region. These are the most vulnerable countries to climate change. Climate variability is identified as one of the most threatening causes for fragile eco-systems of South Asia due to the hostile climate change. 


Taking into account the evolving  and rapidly increasing risks,  the 16thSummit of the SAARC Heads of the State held in Thimphu in 2010 adopted Climate Change as the theme of the Summit and  adopted the ‘Thimphu Statement on Climate Change’ as a milestone for making the South Asia, the disaster risk resilient under the climate change scenario. SAARC Disaster Management Centre (SDMC) has initiated the process to implement the Thimphu statement on Climate Change in collaboration with UNISDR (A-P) and Institute of Environment and Sustainable Development (IESD), B. H. University, India. 
RATIONALE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE PROPOSED ACTIVITIES
Welcoming the Thimphu Statement on Climate Change, the SAARC Disaster Management Centre has proposed a plan of action  and a Terms of Reference  to address the  clause xiv. of the Thimphu Statement  on Climate Change ‘Commission a SAARC Inter-governmental Climate-related Disasters Initiative on the integration of Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) with Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) to be supported by SAARC Disaster Management Center’, consisting of ten actions ( a to j), with the following main objectives:
a. Prepare a comprehensive study of the policy, institutional landscape and resource allocation for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) projects in the Member States of the SAARC region 
b. Analyze the issues of convergence and divergence of policies and institutions for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) in the Member States of the SAARC region
c. Recommend how the diverse policy and institutional framework of DRR and CAA can be effectively integrated for reducing the risks of disasters in the SAARC region;
d. Prepare an inventory of the DRR and CCA projects   already implemented   and under implementation in the Member States of the SAARC region;
SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES:

a. Raise awareness among policy makers and local bodies in South Asia on risk sensitive integrated  planning practices

b. Develop a compendium to guide DRR-CCA integrated planning and investment allocation for SAARC member countries 

c.  Provide inputs and guidance on the SAARC regional perspective to the Post- 2015 DRR and Development Framework consultation process

APPROACH
In view of the above objectives a MOU has been signed between the SAARC Disaster Management Centre (SDMC), New Delhi (India) and Institute of Environment & Sustainable Development (IESD), Banaras Hindu University (BHU), Varanasi-221 005, Uttar Pradesh, India with Dr R K Mall (mall_raj@rediffmail.com; rkmall@bhu.ac.in), as the Principal Investigator to conduct a comprehensive study on the policy, institutional landscape and resource allocation for DRR and CCA in the Member States of the SAARC. The study is meticulously designed to identify and recommend how the diverse policy and institutional framework of DRR and CCA can be effectively integrated for reducing the risks of disasters in the region.
METHODOLOGY
This study shall be made on the basis of information available in the public domain and interview / discussion with the stakeholders, government/ UN / NGO officials, and academicians from the SAARC member states and other part of the world.
Documents based on review of reports, minutes, lectures, case studies, projects and literature on DRR and CCA from various sources, including SAARC Member States would be thoroughly analyzed to identify the promising areas of regional cooperation.
A rigorous technical analysis of the acquired data will be carried out to understand the detailed modalities of adopting DRR and CCA for the benefit of SAARC Member States as per Thimphu Statement. 


SDMC has also planned to organize a “Consultative workshop among the experts of SAARC member States” at BHU, Varanasi, India in collaboration with IESD, BHU, India to discuss the issues and gap areas of the project before finalizing the document, which can help to make it be an efficient guide for policy planners and practitioners.

EXPECTED OUTCOME 

1. A comprehensive reference document containing inventory of policies, institutional landscape and resource allocation for DRR and CCA in member states of the SAARC region

2. A Draft report containing region specific information and recommendations on how diverse policy and institutional frameworks of DRR and CAA can be effectively integrated for resilience building in the SAARC region with a status review and recommendations for wider consultations.

3. Efficient Roadmap to guide resource allocation and planning based on integrated approach in SAARC countries will help policy makers / decision makers / scientists / academicians to devise better suited options in future.  

4. The development of this document may open avenues for inter-institutional /inter-regional collaborative research /knowledge sharing /technology transfer among sub-regional, regional and global partners.
5. Inputs to national and regional policy/decision making community as well as the next round of the INCAA and IPCC Assessments.
CONSTRAINTS AND LIMITATIONS

1. Authentic information regarding policy, institutional landscape and resource allocation for DRR and CAA is needed from the SAARC Member States
2. Sometimes overlapping information with confusing nomenclature make the task tedious to find which statement is correct for the Member State

3. Inadequate opportunity to interact with NFPs of SAARC Member States to gather relevant information on the subject

4. Non-availability of old documents on several pertinent issues of DRR and CCA from SAARC Member States

5. Translation of relevant documents available in the country specific languages

6. Member Countries can provide relevant information through E-mails and by post.
This Meeting can provide information about some of potential issues required for development of the document on integration of DRR and CCA for mutual benefit of South Asia.
A Study 


On 


Integration of Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation


 in South Asia











Implementation of the Thimphu Statement on Climate Change: 


“A Comprehensive study of the policy, Institutional Landscape, and Resource Allocation for Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation in South Asia” 


(Disaster prevention, Preparedness & Management, Linkages with CCA)








     





SAARC Disaster Management Centre


New Delhi, India





     








PAGE  
	
	                         A study on Integration of Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation in South Asia



