Concept note for a side event for the Global Platform 2009

"Addressing the Humanitarian Challenges of Climate Change: Regional and National perspectives on Disaster Risk Reduction"
IASC Informal Task Force on Climate Change

1. Context and scope

Climate change is one of the main global challenges for humanity in the 21st century and its impacts on the work of humanitarian organisations are already being felt. 
As a first step to assess the existing impact of climate change on humanitarian response systems and to better prepare for the growing needs, the agencies of the IASC with support from the ISDR have organised a series of regional and country level consultations among IASC agencies. Meetings were held in seven regions: Asia, Central and East Africa; Latin America and the Caribbean; Middle East and North Africa; the Pacific; West Africa; and Southern Africa. Similarly, consultations were held in ten countries: Argentina; Colombia; Mexico; the Cook Islands; Laos; the Solomon Islands; the Democratic Republic of the Congo; Gambia; Niger; and Yemen.  The consultations brought together practitioners to identify the humanitarian impacts of climate change as already experienced in the field and to discuss approaches and best practices in addressing them.

The consultations have provided practical examples of how policies and programmes can  integrate climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction. The consultations identify steps that can be taken over the course of the year to strengthen the implementation of the  Hyogo Framework for Action.

2. Expected results and links to the GP09 outcomes

The side event will:
· highlight the linkages between climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction and the role of humanitarian actors in national and regional climate change adaptation, building on the Hyogo Framework for Action
· provide an overview of the current status and scope of climate change related activities among the IASC agencies in the respective countries and regions, 
· identify key challenges and issues to be addressed by humanitarian actors in the coming years to build resilience and reduce vulnerability to climate-related hazards;

· present best practices of successful disaster risk reduction activities to reduce the impacts of climate-related disasters.
3. List of Partners involved 

The side event is organised by the IASC Task Force on Climate Change. The Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) is the primary mechanism for inter-agency coordination of humanitarian assistance. It is a unique forum involving the key UN and non-UN humanitarian partners.
The main organisers of the side event are: 

· Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
· World Food Programme (WFP)

· International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)/Red Cross Red Crescent Climate Centre 
4. Format of the discussions and list of speakers / panellists
· Screening of a video “Road to Copenhagen” presenting the humanitarian impacts of climate change; 
· Introduction on how humanitarian actors are already confronting the “human face” of climate change
· 4 presentations by participants of regional and national consultations – challenges and best practices;
· Discussion of linkages between climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction and the role of humanitarian actors in national and regional climate change adaptation, building on the Hyogo Framework for Action; 
· Key challenges and ways forward to strengthen humanitarian action on climate change adaptation at regional, national and local levels.
· Concluding remarks on how humanitarian actors engage in climate change adaptation.
Panellists:

Mr. Walter Cotte, Secretary General, Colombian Red Cross Society

Mr. Abbas Zabarah, Secretary General, Yemen Red Crescent Society

Mr. Carlo Scaramella, Climate Change Coordinator, World Food Programme
Ms. Choice Okoro, OCHA Regional Office for Central and East Africa

5. Chair and Rapporteur 
Chair: 
Mr. Kasidis Rochanakorn, Director of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in Geneva 
Rapporteur: 
Ms. Jette Michelsen (Coordinator, IASC Task Force on Climate Change)
6. Equipment required (to be covered by Organizers)
Microphones, PPT, coffee break/ sandwiches;
7. Expected number of participants (for room allocation)
Approx. 50-80
8. Supporting document and expected printed material to be brought by the organizer(s) to the event (optional)
· Informal Taskforce on Climate Change of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee: “Addressing the Humanitarian Challenges of Climate Change: Regional and National Perspectives. Preliminary Findings from the IASC Regional and National Level Consultations”. June 2009.

· Informal Taskforce on climate change of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee and the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction: “Disaster Risk Reduction Strategies and Risk Management Practices: Critical Elements for Adaptation to Climate Change”, Submission to the UNFCCC Adhoc Working Group on Long Term Cooperative Action, 11 November 2008.
9.  Date and time: 

Tuesday, 16 June 2009, 13:30-15:00  (Lunch provided to participants) 
Focal point: jette.michelsen@ifrc.org

