BIOGRAPHY FOR RONALD HUGH JACKSON

Mr. Ronald Jackson is currently the Director General of the Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management a position he was appointed to in August 2006. Since joining the organization in March 2000 Mr. Jackson has held the post of Regional Coordinator for the Southern Parishes, Senior Director of the Preparedness and Operations and Deputy Director General. 
Since joining the Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management (ODPEM) he has coordinated the National Response to the impact of Hurricanes Charlie, Ivan (2004); Dennis and Emily (2005), Hurricane Dean (2007); Tropical Storm Gustav (2009) and numerous flood events. He has also facilitated the Caribbean North Western Sub-Regional Response to the Haiti Earthquake (2010).
He has been instrumental in the development of the Guidelines for Child-Friendly Disaster Management and Response, the reinstatement of the ODPEM Dedicated Communication Network, revision of the Emergency Welfare Plan and various initiatives aimed at revitalizing the community disaster management groups through cooperative agreements with Government Community Development Agencies and NGO’s operating at the community level as well as the establishment of the Disaster Preparedness and Response Corps. He is currently the Co Chair of the OAS Inter American Network on Disaster Management and Jamaica Thematic Working Group for Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation. He has also served on the Mid Term Review Committee for the Hyogo Framework of Action.
Mr Jackson holds a Master of Science (M.Sc.) in Natural Resource Management from the University of the West Indies and a Bachelor of Science Degree in Integrated Physical Planning and Environmental Resource Development from the University of Technology. 

