VIEWS FROM THE FRONTLINE  - A LOCAL LEVEL REVIEW OF PROGRESS TOWARDS IMPLEMENTATION OF THE HYOGO FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION

[M C. Oxley 6th April 2009]
Concept and Scope

Implementation of disaster risk reduction at the local level remains the greatest challenge towards building the resilience of nations and communities. Views from the Frontline (VFL)  is the largest global review of progress made towards implementation of the HFA at the local level ever undertaken. It is also the first review to simultaneously engage with key stakeholder groups in  local governments, civil society and at-risk communities in an independent assessment process. 
The review was undertaken in forty countries across eight geographical regions involving 400 civil society organisations conducting face-to-face interviews with over 4,000 people. The main results from VFL serve as a credible evidence base to inform policy recommendations and define investment priorities to accelerate HFA implementation at the local level. Findings from the VFL review should serve to compliment the national level HFA Monitoring and Progress Review being coordinated by the UN-ISDR. 

Expected results and links to GP09 outcomes

The main findings and key policy recommendations of the View From the Frontline will be presented  during this special session, with a view to establishing a clear picture of progress at the local level within the participating countries and help focus attention on key challenges, constraints and critical success factors. 
List of Partners involved

Over 400 international, national and local civil society organisations were involved in the VFL review with coverage extending from Southern and Central America, West, East and Southern Africa, Central, South and South Eastern Asia.  A list of regional and national focal points for each of the participating countries is attached. 
Format of Discussions

Short presentations to panellist supported by video and audio-visual material interspersed with interactive question time to engage audience on critical issues.

Speakers – to be confirmed
Chair – Marcus Oxley
Moderator – Andrew Bidnell

Panellists –provisional
· Luis Ramano – Latin America

· Christina Amarchey  - West Africa
· Dewald Van Niekirk – Southern Africa
· Jemilah Mahmood – South Asia

· -----------------------   Central Asia

Equipment Required
· Powerpoint projector

· Audio – visual equipment
Expected Number of Participants
Difficult to say – circa 100

Supporting Documents
· Views from the Frontline regional and global reports
· Summary recommendations to accelerate progress at the local level endoresde by participating organisations  – handout

Preferred Date and Time
Lunchtime  - Wednesday 17th June.   90 minute session
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