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1. Context

The Sphere Project Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response Handbook has become one of the most widely recognized tools for improving humanitarian response.  A new revised edition is planned to be published late 2010. More information about the overall revision process is available at http://www.sphereproject.org/content/view/476/278/ .  
As part of the revision process a working group has been established to look at cross-cutting issues related to the Environment/DRR/Climate Change in the context of the Sphere revision. This special event at the ISDR Global Platform is one of several consultation being organized to gather input from  Environment/DRR/Climate Change practitioners. Members of disaster impacted communities, national and international NGOs, UN, donor, government, academic institutions and humanitarian actors are all invited to come share experiences, insights and expertise to develop new standards, identify missing information, and suggest tools and references for the revised Sphere Handbook – particularly around the themes of disaster risk reduction, climate change, and the environment.
Scope

The special event will focus on soliciting suggestions for addressing Environment/DRR/Climate Change within the Sphere standard and related Sphre activites. The event will start with a short background presentation about the revision process and then move on to open dialogue on the following questions:

1. 
What top Environment/DRR/Climate Change standards or issues should the handbook address?

2. 
What Environment/DRR/Climate Change information/findings should be considered and reflected in the indicators / guidance notes or annexes?

3. 
Suggestions regarding potential Environment/DRR/Climate Change companion standard volumes?

4. 
Suggestions for links to international legal instruments relative to Environment/DRR/Climate Change? 
2. Expected Results

The discussions and presentations will lead to:
· Concrete suggestions on relevant points to include in the Sphere standards.
· Ideas for further was to use the Sphere standards to promote work on Environment/DRR/Climate Change. 

· Ideas for further consultation activities.
Links to Global Platform 2009 outcomes

Standards can play a key role in promoting donsistent practice on DRR at all levels; yet so far standards for DRR are almost entirely missing from the landscape. The Sphere standards are widely recognized within the humanitarian community, and the current revision process offers a tremendous opportunity to better address future risks in the context of ongoing response and recovery activities.
3. Partners involved

· ProVention Consortium
· Tearfund
4. Format of discussions
Introductory presentation (10 min) by ProVention and Tearfund
Moderated discussion on key suggestions for ways to address Environment/DRR/Climate Change in the context of the Sphere standards and related activities..
5. Facilitators

Moderator: 
Ian O’Donnell (ProVention)
Rapporteur: 
Nigel Timmins (Tearfund)
6. Equipment (and documentation) required

- Microphone

- A/V projector
- Flip charts

7. Expected number of participants

30 to 40 participants.
8. Supporting documents and printed material

· Copies of Sphere standards for reference
9. Preferred date and time
June 18, 08:00 to 09:30
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