Side Event: „Global Change and Wildfire”

1. Context and scope / abstract

Title of the Side Event: „Global Change and Wildfire”

The event will present the most recent findings and conclusions of the science community and the UNISDR Global Wildland Fire Network on the consequences of climate change and land-use change on fire regimes, the environment and society, summarized in the “White Paper on Vegetation Fires and Global Change”. It will address measures of mitigation and adaptation in order to protect the world’s vegetation resources from wildfire disasters, excessive fire application in land use and land-use change, as well as appropriate use of fire in ecosystem management. The side event will bring together international organizations involved in sustainable management and protection of vegetation resources from various sectoral and institutional perspectives and responsibilities, as well as representatives of civil society promoting fire management at local level.

2. Expected results and links to the GP09 outcomes

The side event will address the GP09 themes “Reducing Disaster Risk in a Changing Climate” and “Enabling Community-led Resilience through Preventive Action” and formulate recommendations for the development of relevant informed policies.

3. List of Partners involved

Invitations have been sent to the Global Wildland Fire Network and member and associated UN agencies of the UNISDR Wildland Fire Advisory Group. In addition the UNISDR Partnership for Environment and Disaster Risk Reduction (PEDRR), which is organizing a separate side event, will participate.

4. Format of the discussions and tentative list of speakers / panelists

Presentation of the draft version of the White Paper by the side event convener and co-authors of the White Paper (t.b.d.).

5. Names of: Chair, Moderator and Rapporteur

Chair: Johann G. Goldammer

Moderator: David Stevens (UNOOSA / SPIDER) (requested to volunteer)

Rapporteur: Johann G. Goldammer

6. Equipment required

No additional equipment (own laptop and beamer will be brought)

7. Expected number of participants

ca. 20 to 25

8. Supporting document and expected printed material to be brought by the organizer(s) to the event

Printed materials will be brought – no assistance required

9. Preferred date and time
Time set: Thursday, 18 June, 08:30-09:30

