
Special Event Title: Disaster Risk Reduction in Education Sector 

Organized by: Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC) in partnership with UNISDR Thematic Platform 
on Knowledge and Education (TPKE), International Institute for Earthquake Engineering Services (IIEES)  

Date: 17 June, 08:00-09:30 - Room 6 

Context and scope: 

The increasing number of sudden on-set large scale disasters over the past few years and their impact 
on the children have led to the understanding that it is essential to link Disaster Disk Reduction (DRR) 
with the broader agenda of ‘Education for All’. This is essential for advancing the Hyogo Framework for 
Action (HFA) and more importantly in achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDG).  
 
Numerous examples across the globe have shown that children are more vulnerable to disasters.  But at 
the same time they can be influential and effective communicators about disasters. Often, lessons 
learnt at school are later passed on at the home to the parents and eventually to the community. In 
fact there are many documented occasions when the safety of a family, or the protection of an 
important element of the household, has been traced back to a “safety lesson” learned at school. 
Hence, introducing disaster awareness and risk reduction education in the school curriculum is essential 
to foster better understanding amongst the children and the teachers about the immediate 
environment in which they and their families live and help reduce the risk faced by the community. 
 
At the same time, schools are institutions of knowledge and education. But this role is constantly 
threatened with the onslaught of disasters. School buildings are one of the major infrastructures that 
normally collapse during disasters, causing the death of hundreds of students and teachers. In many 
countries too, schools usually act as the community space as well as refuge during emergencies. Thus 
making each school building resilient from natural hazards becomes essential.  
 
Thus this special event is aimed at bringing together the various partners working at local, national, 
regional and global level on linking DRR and Education, to share their experiences on how the 
pedagogical, structural and functional aspects of an education system can play a vital role in 
reducing risk from natural hazards.  
 
The event would be structured around two themes namely integrating DRR in school curriculum and 
making schools safer. Each of the themes would include sharing of experiences on various partners on 
approaches adopted for making the Education system safe from disasters, what worked well and what 
did not. The session would particularly highlight the importance of partnership between the National 
Agencies for Education and Disaster Risk Reduction and the various stakeholders.  
 
Expected results and links to the GP09 outcomes: 

Sharing of experiences among countries and partners working at local, national, regional and global 
level on lessons learned from integrating DRR concerns in the Education System. 

List of Partners involved: 

Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC) in partnership with UNISDR Thematic Platform on 
Knowledge and Education (TPKE)  

Format of the discussions and tentative list of speakers / panellists (if available)  

 Integrating Disaster Risk Reduction in School Curriculum 
 Teaching about earthquake to school children in Iran (presentation by International 

Institute of Earthquake Engineering and Seismology, Iran) (TBC) 
 Experience of Latin America in promoting Disaster Risk Reduction Education   
 Lessons learned in Asia on Mainstreaming DRR into school curriculum ( presentation by 

member from Regional Task Force on DRR and Education in Asia and Pacific ) 
 Bringing DRR in the Global Education Agenda; ICE and World Conference on ESD (by 

member from the UN Thematic Platform on Knowledge and Education) 
 



 School Safety 
 Experience of Sri Lanka in developing National Guidelines on School Emergency 

Preparedness ( presentation by Government of Sri Lank/GTZ Sri Lanka) 
 Experiences of Bangladesh (presentation by Comprehensive Disaster Management 

Program, Bangladesh) 
 Safer Schools; experiences of SEEDS in India (presentation by SEEDS) 
 Building Safer Schools; experiences of UNCRD in Asia (presentation by UNCRD)(TBC) 
 Priority Implementation Partnerships on School Safety (presentation by ADPC) 
 Experiences of Action Aid on School Safety(presentation by Action Aid)(TBC) 

 
Names of: Chair, Moderator and Rapporteur (if available) 

Co Chairs:  
 Dr. Bhichit Rattakul; Executive Director, Asian Disaster Preparedness Center 
 Member of the UN Thematic Platform on Knowledge and Education 

Equipment required (to be covered by Organizers) 

 Microphone 
 LCD Projector and Lap top (to be arranged by ADPC) 

 

 

 
 

 


