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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
First of all, let me congratulate the UNISDR Secretariat and partners of this third session of the Global Platform. You have done it again securing a broad attendance from all over the world to a well organised meeting. It is encouraging and promising to see so many participants from partner countries all over the world, all engaged and interested in Disaster Risk Reduction.
The Global Platform proved its relevance in 2007 and especially in 2009 in bringing together key stakeholders in the area of Disaster Risk Reduction. Especially the Global Platform meeting in 2009 was fruitful in providing clear input on Disaster Risk Reduction to the UN Climate Change negotiations in Copenhagen and subsequent COP meetings. 

The work that UNISDR have done in conceptualizing, demystifying and advocating Disaster Risk Reduction including its linkages with Vulnerability and Climate Change Adaptation is important and necessary. We must not ignore the importance of disaster risk reduction in the daily work and if we do, we are constantly reminded about the threats from natural hazards. 

2010 was a year that reminded us all that disasters are not to be ignored. It was one of the most traumatic years of mega disasters that hit Haiti and Pakistan and latest the triple disaster that stroke Japan this year. Normally Denmark is spending 20 percent of the humanitarian budget on disaster relief, but in 2010 more 50 percent of humanitarian assistance was spent on disasters alone. This underlines the fact that even though DRR is a development issue, it is the humanitarian budgets that are under pressure. 
Mr. Chairman,

The thematic focus for this meeting – invest today for a safer tomorrow – is well chosen. Disaster Risk Reduction is plain common sense and about changing habits and attitudes. It is often said that DRR is a cross-cutting issue. Denmark has denounced Disaster Risk Reduction as a cross cutting issue, rather we prefer to term it as common sense. The World Bank Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and recovery launched an eye-opener for ‘investors’ and especially policy makers with the publication ‘Natural Hazards, UnNatural Disasters, The Economics of Effective Prevention’. I wish to congratulate the World Bank with the remarkable work, which most certainly will be used as a reference tool for all interested in DRR.
However, investing is not only about funding. It is also about investing in people and it should start in the school with the youngest. Only that way you can effectively change the mindset and professional habits. As they say: You can't teach an old dog new tricks.
Disaster response is highly dramatic, visible and immediately gets the attention of the press and the politician often releasing large amounts of humanitarian assistance. In contrast reinforcing or cleaning up the sewer system in a large city, does not catch the attention of the press, but can in a disaster situation save lives and avoid economical damages. Disaster Risk Reduction is long term and low profile and that is what we are up against.
Mr. Chairman,

Disaster Risk Reduction is the first line of defense against disasters. The World Bank presented in 2010 the hard economical facts on the consequences of disasters and it is well documented what may happen if we ignore the threat from natural hazards.
With the Strategy for Danish Humanitarian Action 2010-2015 and the Strategy for Danish Development Policy Danish development policy – Freedom and Development Denmark is committed to increase its support for Disaster Risk Reduction, giving priority to countries that are high-risk and low income. 
Mr. Chairman,
In adapting ourselves to a changing climate and scaling up our assistance to Disaster Risk Reduction, we should make good use of existing tools and mechanisms for support and coordination. But first of all I believe it is very much about changing hearths and mindsets before politicians and development practitioners will make us of these tools.
In our view the UNISDR-secretariat and the World Bank Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (the GFDRR) are key mechanisms in this regard. Through their close partnership they contribute to strengthen national level planning, coordination and implementation mechanisms at national and sub-national level in high risk countries. 

Mr. Chairman,

I would like to express that Denmark will continue to support UNISDR and its partners, and look forward to a strengthened dialogue between supporters and the UNISDR Secretariat. 
Let me conclude by congratulating the UNISDR Secretariat for a well done work in organising the platform and stress once more our hope that this third session of the Global Platform will be a vehicle and an inspiration for investors and policy makers in realising that ignoring DRR investments today can cost you several times more tomorrow.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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