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Excellencies Heads of State and Government,
Honourable Ministers,

Excellencies,
Co-Chairs,

Distinguished Delegates and participants,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is an honour for the African Union Commission to participate in this momentous United Nations World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction which will open a new chapter in the history of disaster risk reduction by adopting the Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. 
The Africa Union Commission wishes to take this opportunity to thank the Government and the people of Japan for the warm welcome and hospitality accorded to its delegation. 

Africa is confronted by a range of natural and human-induced hazards and associated risks and disasters with droughts and floods being the major ones severely impacting the Continent. Poverty, Climate change, livelihood insecurity, and population increase are among the drivers of risk influencing the level of resilience of persons, communities, countries, and assets and amplifying the impacts of disasters on the continent. 

The Status Report on the implementation of the Africa Regional Strategy and the Hyogo Framework for Action highlights that since the last decade, Africa witnessed, among others, 19 droughts and 67 floods, affecting millions of Africans with economic cost amounting to US$ 1.3 billion. 

Furthermore, the 2011-2012 droughts affected over 13 million people in the Horn of Africa and 16 million in the Sahel. The January 2015 flooding affected over 800 thousand people in Malawi, Mozambique, Madagascar, and Zimbabwe. The Ebola epidemic in West Africa continues to impact on the lives and livelihoods in Liberia, Guinea, and Sierra Leone in particular. All these disasters are a clear testament to Africa’s vulnerability and exposure to disasters. 

The AU Commission recognizes the critical role of disaster risk reduction within the context of sustainable development in preventing and reducing disaster risks, seizing opportunities and hence strengthening resilience.
In light of this, the AU has put in place strategies, plans, programmes, and frameworks, including the Agenda 2063, the Comprehensive African Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP), the Malabo Declaration on Accelerated Agricultural Growth and Transformation for Shared Prosperity and Improved Livelihoods, Africa’s Common Position on the post-2015 development agenda, the  draft African Climate Change Strategy, and the AUC Strategic Plan (2014-2017), that integrate disaster risk management and resilience building perspectives.   
The AU has also established and operationalized the African Risk Capacity to reduce the risk of loss and damage caused by extreme weather events and natural disasters by providing targeted responses to disasters in a more timely, cost-effective and transparent manner.
In responding to the Ebola epidemic in particular, the AU took a decision to establish a continental centre for disease control in Africa with five sub-regional hubs to enhance the capacity of the continent to deal with human epidemics and other heath related challenges.
As part of the global process leading up to the formulation of the Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risks Reduction, the AU Commission, with support from the United National Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) and other partners and with full engagement of Regional Economic Communities, Member States, and all relevant stakeholders, had led and coordinated the development of the Africa’s Contribution to the Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. 
Africa’s Contribution, adopted at the Fifth Africa Regional Platform and Third High-level Meeting on Disaster Risk Reduction in May 2014 in Abuja, Nigeria, is based on three key pillars, namely: (i) policy and institutional development; (ii) integration of disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation; and (iii) enhancement of investments in disaster risk reduction. 
The Abuja High-level meeting also adopted the voluntary commitments of stakeholders for implementation and called for clear accountability mechanisms, including through promotion of a coordinated and mutually reinforcing approach to the three global agreements to be endorsed in 2015: namely, the post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction, sustainable development goals, and new climate change agreement. 

In adopting the Africa’s Contribution to the Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction in January 2015, the African Union urged all Member States and the Regional Economic Communities to actively participate in the process leading up to its integration into the Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. The AU has also requested the revision of the Extended Programme of Action for the implementation of the Africa Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction in line with the Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction once it has been adopted. 
Africa’s Contribution enabled the continent to speak with one voice with respect to its concerns and priorities and thus formed the basis for Africa’s consistent and active engagement in the process leading up to the development of the Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, which this Conference will consider and adopt. 

The African Union Commission, with support from the UNISDR and other partners, has been leading and coordinating efforts geared towards integrating Africa’s concerns and priorities into the global Post-2015 framework.   
The African Union Commission acknowledges and appreciates the efforts of the co-Chairs, members of the Bureau, and the Secretariat, UNISDR, under the able leadership of H.E. Margareta Wahlstrom, in producing the draft Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. 

The African Union Commission acknowledges and appreciates the efforts of the co-Chairs, members of the Bureau, and the Secretariat, UNISDR, under the able leadership of H.E. Margareta Wahlstrom, in producing the draft Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. 

The AU Commission trusts that the Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction will adequately reflect Africa’s concerns and priorities bearing in mind the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities. We also expect that international cooperation and partnership will be given due emphasis in the framework. 

The AU Commission looks forward to the forthcoming Addis Ababa Conference on Financing for Development will pave the way to ensure means of implementation for the Framework.    

Excellencies, 
The AU Commission extends its deep appreciation to all partners for their support in advancing DRR on the continent. In particular, we wish express our gratitude to the European Union for its support through the EU-ACP DRR programme to further advance DRR and strengthen resilience on the African continent.   

The African Union Commission wishes to take this opportunity to reaffirm its commitment to disaster risk reduction through full implementation of the Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction across the Continent.
Thank you for your kind attention.
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