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Draft Opening Statement: World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction

James P. Leape, Director General, WWF International

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY

Undersecretary Holmes and distinguished delegates and colleagues, thank you for the opportunity to address you today on behalf of WWF International, one of the world's largest and most respected independent conservation organizations active in over 100 countries to conserve the world’s biological diversity and ensure that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable.

I want to add our organizations voice to those who are increasingly realizing disaster resilience can be vastly enhanced by the protection and restoration of ecosystems.  WWF has worked in partnership with the Red Cross and others to demonstrate the power of environmental integrity and ecosystem services in protecting against or coping with disaster.  

When we are considering our responses to disaster, we need to face and prepare for many uncertainties.  It is hard to predict what will happen, where it will happen and how bad disasters will be.  

But one thing we know for certain, if we do not get a strong global deal on climate in Copenhagen this year disasters will become more frequent, more intense and more costly.  

The links between climate change and increased disaster risk are made in the IPPC reports, in national security reports such as the National Intelligence Council report, in a resolution before the UN Security Council and in reports produced by many of the organizations represented here.

These threats are often boiled down to numbers, but as we all know, these numbers represent people, livelihoods, communities and the integrity of the natural places on which we depend.

I know we each work separately and together to deal with disasters and increase disaster resilience.  We do research, we develop tools, we work separately or in partnerships in policy areas or in specific places and this is of the utmost importance.  

But we must also work together this year to get political and add our voice to the political negotiations leading to Copenhagen.

If we don’t achieve big reductions in emissions, disasters will increase.  If we don’t see big funds released for adaptation, resilience will be lower and costs higher.  If we don’t get the technology right, we won’t make the transition to a sustainable world in time.

We each have a stake in the climate negotiations and we can’t leave the work just to the climate negotiators and to the environment ministers who are working hard to get agreement.  Climate crosses just about every portfolio area of Government from economics to security to employment to health and as we know, disaster and nearly all ministries will have a say. They need our voices to win out against very vocal short term interests which are running the risk of derailing the negotiations.

A climate treaty which puts the world on track to well below 2 degrees global warming and a peak and decline of emissions by 2020 represents a significant insurance against increasing frequency and intensity of disasters.  It is in our power to make this happen if we all work intently with our governments from today to get the Copenhagen agreement on track.  WWF has more information on how to do this and I’d be glad to share it with any of you.

I thank you for the opportunity to speak today.
ENDS

	President: HE Chief Emeka Anyaoku
Director General: James P. Leape
President Emeritus:

HRH The Duke of Edinburgh

Founder President:

HRH Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands
	
	Registered as:

WWF-World Wide Fund For Nature

WWF-Fondo Mondiale per la Natura

WWF-Fondo Mundial para la Naturaleza

WWF-Fonds Mondial pour la Nature

WWF-Welt Natur Fonds

Also known as World Wildlife Fund


[image: image1.wmf]

