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Honored Ministers ……….. Distinguished guests, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen,

It is with great pleasure that I have the opportunity today, to address the Second Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction.

Today, we are gathered to review the efforts of the United Nations and its partners to make our communities, cities and nations more resilient to the threats of natural disasters that devastate populations worldwide. UN-HABITAT is committed to contributing to these efforts in its daily work. 
I would like to emphasize that we cannot overlook the challenges we all face of building resilient cities, towns and villages. The world’s urban population is exponentially increasing. It is estimated that within the next 10 years, 60% of the global population will reside in urban areas.  Today, the majority of the world’s population lives in medium and small cities; and it is these cities that shall continue to absorb new residents at a higher rate than others in the future.  
While cities are centers of economic activity, decision-making and commerce, they are, by virtue of their concentrations and densities of population, also centers of risk from natural disasters.  Increasingly, in particular in developing nations, the rapid rate of urbanization is overwhelming the capacities of both local government and state institutions to cope.  The international community has to reinforce actions in support of building better and safer cities for all.  
I am pleased to be present here during the Second Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction and remind you that the Hyogo Framework for Action calls upon nations to implement its five objectives to ensure their citizens and representatives are aware of every opportunity to reduce vulnerabilities and increase resilience to natural risks.  Your presence here demonstrates your commitment.  Sadly, we remain for the most part, a global community that only recognizes vulnerability AFTER an event of sufficient magnitude to illustrate – in often fatal terms – what those vulnerabilities are. Understanding this, much of the work of reducing vulnerability, building out risk factors, and making communities safer, takes place during the inevitable reconstruction process. It is not by far the best means of making our lives safer, but we cannot wait for governments to decide to finance resilience rather than response.
National and local governments, NGOs and the donor community as a whole are performing an ever-widening range of recovery and rehabilitation activities. A fundamental challenge of the crisis management how to bridge immediate relief with early recovery and sustainable development to build communities back better and safer.  We are also challenged with how to provide national and local government, civil society and business organizations with practical strategies to mitigate and recover from crises, and also to prevent lapsing back into crisis by mitigating the underlying vulnerabilities.  It is equally critical to build the capacity of national and international aid agencies to deliver rapid response and relief services that are integrated with disaster risk reduction interventions to build resilience and sustainability of shelter, infrastructure, services and communities.  
Based on these dynamics, it is clear that a new approach to international assistance is required.  Through analysis of these needs, our concept of “Sustainable Recovery and Reconstruction” has emerged.  The essence of UN-Habitat’s approach is that where necessary, there is no logical reasoning that prevents development activities starting at the point of crisis with relief efforts.  This requires development actors working alongside relief and emergency organizations; planning and advising on early recovery opportunities and hopefully finding means of reducing the period of crisis while advancing the prospects for recovery and development.  In an effort to ‘build back better and safer’, the potential for integrating resilience measures is highest during these times of flux. UN-HABITAT has proven this approach as beneficial in its operational interventions. After the Peru earthquake in 2007 for instance, when an analysis of land and property issues in one affected community allowed people to initiate shelter reconstruction work with earthquake resistant techniques knowing their investment was safe and property rights secured. 
UN-HABITAT has as its fundamental mandate the promotion of socially and environmentally sustainable towns and cities with the goal of providing adequate shelter and related services for all – this is a task we face daily, and interpret throughout the development continuum from crisis to prosperity for all.  Knowing the world is going through many challenges; from the financial to the climate change, from the rural to urban migration to the constant response to natural phenomena providing relief to victims, it is imperative to join forces in order to work together in areas where it is mostly needed; the mitigation of poverty and vulnerability to risk in urbanizing areas. 
In closing, the Global Platform together with its action oriented Hyogo Framework for Action will continue to have the support of UN-HABITAT in our joint endeavors to provide safe and resilient towns, villages and cities within the nations of the world.

I thank you all,
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