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Excellencies, Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is a great honour for me to address in the 2nd Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction here in Geneva, and I wish to thank the United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, Emergency Relief Coordinator as the convener of the Global Platform.
Excellencies, Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen,
As you are aware, at the occasion of the 5th World Water Forum (WWF) in Istanbul, March 2009, the “Water and Disaster” Action Plan, report of the High-Level Expert Panel on Water and Disaster/UNSGAB (HLEP), was launched by H.E. Dr. Han Seung-soo, Prime Minister of the Republic of Korea. In the Annex 1 of the report, 40 actions are listed in different levels from local to global. At the same time, a workshop by the International Flood Initiative (IFI) was organized in the WWF5 to catalyze global agenda toward Integrated Flood Management. The IFI partners highlighted their commitment to two specific items (No.2 and 30) in the “Water and Disaster” Action Plan as follows:
- Item No. 2 of the UNSGAB/HELP Action Plan: 
National governments to promptly develop people-centered warning systems, comprehensive flood risk maps and assessments linked to communication systems such as cell phone networks. These systems to include observation and warning for flash floods. The High-Level Expert Panel on Water and Disaster/UNSGAB requests WMO and UNESCO (via International Flood Initiative) to assist governments in undertaking the proposed actions and invite international financial institutions to support the fulfillment of the proposed actions. 

- Item No. 30 of the UNSGAB/HELP Action Plan:

 International Flood Initiative and international hydrological and hydraulic institutes to examine the efficiency and effectiveness of disaster prevention measures and develop disaster preparedness indices for implementation by local authorities
Excellencies and Distinguished Participants,
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce ICHARM to you. The International Centre for Water Hazard and Risk Management (ICHARM) was established in March 2006 under the auspices of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). Hosted by the Public Works Research Institute of Tsukuba, Japan, ICHARM is a center of excellence in the area of water-related disaster risk management. ICHARM’s mission is to provide localities, nations, regions, and the globe with the best practicable strategies for managing the risk of water-related disasters and help them implement those strategies to enhance professional capacity and promote local advancement, particularly in the case of developing countries.
ICHARM also acts as Secretariat of the International Flood Initiative (IFI), an international collaborative scheme among leading international organizations committed to promoting integrated flood management. The International Flood Initiative (IFI) focuses on research, information networking, education and training, empowering communities and providing technical assistance and guidance for Integrated Flood Management.  IFI is a framework for promoting collaboration among related international organizations such as UNESCO, the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO), the United Nation University (UNU) and the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR). IFI made its official launch in January 2005 at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR) in Kobe, Japan. The IFI Secretariat is located at the International Centre for Water Hazard and Risk Management (ICHARM) in Tsukuba, Japan. 
The overall aim of the initiative is to build capacity in countries to understand and better respond to floods by taking advantage of their benefits while minimizing their social, economic and environmental risks. The IFI partners at present include the International Association of Hydrological Science (IAHS), the International Association of Hydraulics Engineering and Research (IAHR) and the Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction (ICLR).
Excellencies and Distinguished Participants,
I would, therefore, like to invite you to a special event organized by IFI and ICHARM on June 19 from 13:00 to 15:00. It is already after the closing but the time in a day is the best. The title of the event is "Charting Global Agenda for Water-related Disaster Risk Reduction - A follow-up on the report of the High-level Expert Panel on Water and Disaster/UNSGAB-HLEP”. This special event is organized by the International Flood Initiative (IFI) to follow-up the recommendations and to start implementation of actions recommended in the “Water and Disaster” Action Plan.    
We would greatly appreciate any proposals for actions to be taken, either individually or in collaboration with ICHARM/IFI in the future.  My colleagues and I will respond to these and any other issues which you feel should be discussed.
Thank you. 
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