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Asia is known as the most disaster-prone region of the world where about 40% of all the reported disasters are occurring every year, claiming 80% of the peopled killed and 90% of the people affected by disasters. The economic damage due to disasters in Asia is rapidly increasing, from 34% in 2000-2007 to 62% in 2008
. The causes of these disaster impacts are diverse: poverty, rapid population growth, unplanned urbanization, migration of vulnerable groups to disaster-prone areas, environmental degradation and so on. 
We must also look at the social economic aspects of the society to identify the hidden vulnerability and its root causes. It was recently found out that disaster risk is highly concentrated in poorer countries and communities with weaker governance arrangements for disaster risk reduction. Climate change, which is already changing the geographic distribution, frequency and intensity of weather-related hazards and threatens to undermine the resilience of poorer countries and their citizens, is another aspect that we must address appropriately and urgently
. 
SEEDS (Sustainable Environment and Ecological Development Society) is a group of non-governmental voluntary organizations striving to help vulnerable communities resilient to disasters in the Asian region. It consists of SEEDS India (based in India) and SEEDS Asia (based in Japan), both of which have adopted a locally-applicable multi-hazard approach seeking to empower communities through awareness generation, training and action for disaster risk reduction. Some of the areas of activities are: community-based disaster management incorporating climate change adaptation, school safety, disaster and environment education, sound disaster recovery, and urban risk management. These activities are carried out taking into consideration the local socio-economic and cultural background and the need for decentralization to the level of individuals. 
Through the joint efforts within the group and with various local, national, regional and international partners, SEEDS is committed to contributing to the enhancement of human security and sustainable development in Asia. 
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