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Talofa Mr. Chairman

I bring Greetings from the Government of the Independent State of Samoa and its people. Samoa is a Pacific island country vulnerable to a series of severe natural disasters.
Samoa fully participated in the meeting held in Kobe in 2005 and endorsed the Hyogo Framework of Action. Following the endorsement, Samoa worked diligently with other Pacific Island countries to develop the Pacific Regional Framework for Action for Disaster Risk Reduction and Disaster Management 2005 – 2015.

At the national level the Samoan government implemented the national framework for disaster management with the approval of the Samoa Disaster and Emergency Act 2007 and the National Disaster Management Plan. The Plan identified the practical application of disaster risk reduction and its linkages to other sectors.  It facilitates the coordination of Government, Private Sector, NGOs, Financial Institutions, Academic Institution, Religious Based Organizations and Communities in line with their mandated roles within planning for, preparing to, responding and recovering from any form of disaster. This cross sectoral approach is the most practical system for mainstreaming disaster risk reduction in Samoa. It is a guide for ministries and organizations to develop their corporate plans and budget priorities to address their specific functions in achieving risk reduction. 

This clarity in roles at the national level has enabled the appropriate approach to the community level that is understood by communities. All 329 village communities, government and private schools have completed with a few in the process Disaster Management Plans. Upon completion of each Plan it is distributed to schools and households in the form of a booklet containing all the relevant information about appropriate adaptation actions and affordable disaster risk reduction measures that are applicable at the village level.   

This cross sectoral approach has also facilitated harmonizing risk reduction and climate change adaptation. Instead of reinventing the wheel Samoa has strategically addressed risk reduction and adaptation at the national and community level as complementary issues that must be addressed together. Samoa has completed its National Adaptation Programme of Action. This Adaptation Programme of Action shares implementation priorities and activities with the National Disaster Management Plan. Samoa has also complete its Second National Communication on Climate Change to the United Nations Framework Convention for Climate Change.   
Mr Chairman, Samoa’s progress in the area of Disaster Risk Reduction and Disaster Management is a success story for a small island state with limited financial, technical and human resources. Even in light of this progress, we recognize the need for international and regional support. 

Thank you

Soifua ma ia Manuia
