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AT 
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Mr. Chairman, Under Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Mr. John Holmes
The Secretary General of the United Nations, Mr. Ban-Ki Moon

Y. E. Mr. Hans-Rudolf Merz, President of the Swiss Confederation

Heads of Governments 

Distinguished Guests
Ladies and Gentlemen
First and foremost I wish to extend to the Secretary General of the United Nations, special greetings and best wishes from His Excellency the President of the Republic of the Gambia on this auspicious occasion of the Second Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction. 

The Government of the Gambia believes that this forum is one of the most important opportunities for nations to discuss the issue of disaster risk reduction with climate change adaptation as the two are mutually reinforcing. 

The participation of the Gambia at this Forum and the forthcoming Conference of Parties of the Climate Convention provides an important window of opportunity for our country to join other developing Countries to mobilize support for the integration of Risk and Vulnerability reduction to disasters and Climate extremes into our respective national development policies and programmes.

Mr. Chairman

I am sure you would agree with me that natural hazards by themselves do not cause disasters. It is the combination of our exposure, vulnerability and ill-preparedness to deal or cope with hazard events that result in disasters. A key consideration, therefore, concerns the abilities of nations and communities to cope with hazards and risks of exposure to disasters such as infectious diseases, water shortages, food insecurity, population displacement and forced migration, ecosystem degradation, flash floods, drought, etc. 
Usually in many developing societies, women, children and the elderly are more vulnerable to the above hazards. Natural and man-made hazards put women and their inherent resource capacity at more risk. When disasters disrupt the functioning of societies and communities, and devastate homes and family lives, significant losses occur with respect to the resources used by women to support livelihoods. Therefore, linking DRR with Climate Change and development requires the creation of integrated mechanisms at national level to coordinate multi-sectoral policy issues and action programmes. We therefore must develop and strengthen our existing national institutions and mechanisms, in order to build capacities to boost resilience to natural and man-made hazards.

Mr. Chairman
For its part, The Gambia Government has given attention to public awareness creation, building political commitment, and development of national policy and action to disaster and climate risk management. We have recently concluded a detailed hazard profile, risk and vulnerability analysis, of the Country together with partners, and this will be used as the empirical basis for the development of a national contingency plan. 

However a critical weakness is the inadequacy of the requisite infrastructure to generate reliable data and information to enhance early warning, and in particular using climate related information and data in the contingency planning process.

Mr. Chairman

We have not lost sight of the importance of building partnerships as an important ingredient for financing disaster risk reduction activities. Our strong partnership with all major actors in DRR, in our view is one of the surest ways to address some critical financing challenges. At the local community level, we utilize existing capacities, and further build on them through community-based DRR for sustainability. This way we protect PRSP gains at the community level.

We have established robust community structures in the form of Village Development Committees and Village Savings and Credit Associations which have significantly addressed organizational and financial challenges of DRR especially at the community level.

At the Central level, Government approved an institutional framework for DRR in 2008, and provided initial funding of US $200,000 in early 2009 to jump start the effective functioning of the newly established frame work for Disaster Preparedness and Risk Reduction.
Mr. Chairman
Given the complexity of the process of DRR as mentioned, when linked with climate change, the process of disaster management will certainly require coordination of national efforts. This is particularly important as the process involves a variety of stake holders at various levels. The citing of National Disaster Management in The Gambia, and the National Disaster Management Agency, a semi-autonomous institution, within the Office of the Vice President, aptly illustrates this point.

Before I conclude, I wish to take this opportunity to inform the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), and indeed other partners such as the Bureau of  Crisis Prevention and Recovery (BCPR), the World Bank, etc, that the Gambia is working with UNDP, to finalize a National Programme for Disaster and Climate Risk Management to run from 2009-2012. In this regard, we seek financial and technical assistance to implement this important programme.

I thank you for your attention.
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