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Good afternoon, my name is Jamie Isbister, I am the Humanitarian Coordinator for the Australian Agency for International Development.  I am pleased to participate on behalf of the Australian Government in this, the 2nd Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction. I will be providing two updates today – firstly, on Australia’s domestic efforts to implement the Hyogo Framework, and secondly, on our work to reduce disaster risks internationally through the Australian aid program.
Building community resilience is Australia’s highest domestic emergency management priority for this generation.   Australia is facing a considerable increase in the frequency and impact of natural disasters. We are committed to building the capacity of the Australian community in minimising the effects of disasters. 
This year, communities at both ends of the country have been devastated by natural disasters. North Queensland has been hit by floods and South Australia and Victoria have experienced heatwaves and devastating bushfires.
How can we be better prepared in the future?  
Aligning with the priorities of the Hyogo Framework, the governments of Australia are working together to develop strategies for building resilience in communities, individuals, businesses and institutions.  We want to ensure that we can adapt to change and bounce back from disasters AND are therefore committed to better national planning, coordination, resource sharing and consistency.
We are currently looking at ways to improve national partnerships, community engagement, regional engagement, volunteering, recovery that influences mitigation planning efforts, and adaptation strategies for climate change.  Improvements this year include investment in:
· Improved warnings to the community in the event of a major emergency - over $26 million has been allocated to assist the States and Territories to establish a national telephone based emergency warning capability that will help warn the public in the event of a major emergency. 
· Improved bushfire management capability - $12.8 million has been allocated over the next four years to assist States and Territories lease additional fire fighting aircraft for longer periods during bushfire seasons. This additional funding brings the Government’s total contribution to the National Aerial Firefighting Arrangements to $14 million per year from 2009-2010.

· Improved decision making capability – new briefing facilities, as well as an enhanced Government Coordination Centre will be developed to support decision making in the event of a national crisis or major emergency.

· A comprehensive ‘Disaster Resilience Australia Package’ - $79.3 million to be allocated over the next four years to strengthen disaster efforts. This package will fund emergency management related projects focused on four key areas:

· disaster mitigation; 

· support for volunteers; 

· assistance to local governments; and  

· partnerships with business, non‑government organisations and community groups to improve their ability to assist their communities during and following an emergency. 

Building on efforts to prevent, mitigate and prepare for disasters in Australia, the Australian Government has accumulated important research, tools and experience that are relevant and useful to partner countries.

Drawing on this expertise, Australia supported disaster risk reduction initiatives in over 30 countries this financial year.  We are proud to continue working with partner governments, UN agencies, civil society and others, to protect lives, economies and the environment from disasters.   

I am very pleased to announce the launch this week of a disaster risk reduction policy for the Australian aid program, titled Investing in a Safer Future.  This policy articulates Australia’s commitment to the Hyogo Framework for Action in our international aid program. This policy recognises that disaster risk reduction is essential for achieving sustainable development, including the Millennium Development Goals.  
The new disaster risk reduction policy for the Australian aid program makes four key commitments:  
1. The integration of disaster risk reduction across Australia’s development and humanitarian programs; recognising that disaster risk reduction is a cross-cutting issue, and needs to be considered in all of our programs;
2. Continued support to international and regional organisations, partner governments and NGOs for targeted disaster risk reduction programs in line with the Hyogo Framework;

3. Enhanced leadership and advocacy for disaster risk reduction, to encourage greater consideration for and investment in efforts that will minimise disasters; and
4. Ensuring Australia’s policies and programs for disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation are coordinated and coherent, recognising the significant overlaps between these issues.
In closing, I would like to thank the UN ISDR for their work convening this event and for the opportunity to highlight the importance of disaster reduction to sustainable development, both in Australia, and worldwide.
Thank you.

