Official Statement by Sri Mullappaly Ramachandran, Hon’ble Minister of State for Home, Government of India, Leader of the Delegation 

on

“Progress towards achieving substantial reduction in Disaster Losses: global & regional Perspectives”
Excellencies, Ladies & Gentlemen,


At the outset, I am thankful for the opportunity given to me for making this official statement on behalf of my government in the 2nd session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction.


India’s developmental strategy has laid considerable emphasis on reducing the risks of disasters.


During the last two decades, India had faced four mega disasters which have caused great loss of life and property. As a result, we have developed a robust disaster management system in the country over a period of time. There is now a paradigm shift in our approach from the post disaster relief and rehabilitation based reactive approach to the pre-disaster prevention, mitigation and preparedness based proactive approach in a holistic manner.  


The Government of India took a defining step by enacting the Disaster Management Act in December 2005, ushering in a paradigm shift in disaster management. The act is unique in providing the necessary institutional, financial and legal framework with the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India as the Chairman of the National Disaster Management Authority and the State Chief Ministers heading the State Disaster Management Authority, to reduce the risks of disasters at all levels.


We have developed early warning systems for all major natural disasters, by harnessing our strength in Science & Technology and Information Technology in disaster risk reduction and preparedness. We have mainstreamed disaster risk reduction in our educational system and implemented the largest community based disaster preparedness program in the world namely the “Disaster Risk Management Project” with UNDP and multi-donor assistance.


The Progress achieved by India is given below:

1. India has brought about a paradigm shift from the relief centric approach to a holistic approach to the Disaster management in the country.

2. The approach aims at sustainable development by integrating disaster mitigation with development process.

3. A National Disaster Management framework has been drawn up, laying down a broad strategy and road map, covering institutional mechanisms, mitigation measures, legal and policy framework, early warning systems, preparedness and response, human resource development, training and capacity building.

4. National Policy on Disaster Management in India is prepared and under updating.

5. As a part of the mitigation strategy, detailed guidelines on different disasters such as Cyclones; Earthquakes etc., are issued.

6. To place an improved techno-legal regime, model building bye-laws, town and country planning legislation, zoning and development control regulations have been formulated.

7. The National Disaster Response Force (NDRF), consisting of about 10,000 personnel are being trained for emergency purpose, with the state of the art equipment.

8. Special Incident Management Teams are being developed with training in different aspects of the incident management: logistics, operations, planning, safety, media management etc., 

9. Different Ministries / Departments of the Central government have drawn up Emergency support function plans. 

10. A web enabled centralized data base has been operationalised. 

11. An early warning system for tsunami and storm surges is put in place.

12. A National Disaster Communication Network is initiated for providing communication linkages with alternative back up among the national, state and district emergency operation centres as also the mobile emergency operation centres to be set up at the disaster site.

13. A National Institute of Disaster Management has been set up to undertake capacity building.

14. The Civil Defence set up in the country is being revamped to play a vital role in all facets of disaster management.

15. Fire services are being strengthened and upgraded to function as multi-hazard response units.

16. We have also taken a lead in promoting regional cooperation in disaster risk reduction in south Asia. The SAARC Disaster Management Centre is based in New Delhi.

17. During the Indian Ocean tsunami, the Government of India extended assistance to neighbouring countries which sought our help. 

18. Similarly, we have been quick to offer material and human resources in the case of other recent disasters in the region.

19. India is prepared to play an active role in assisting the international community in this regard. 

We welcome the holding of the 2nd session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction. It is an ideal forum to share best practices and learn from each others’ experiences. We are fully aware of the enormous complexities and the difficulties of the tasks ahead. We have to face these challenges through a planned strategy and concerted action.

Jai Hind.

