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IUCN, the International Union for Conservation of Nature, helps the world find pragmatic solutions to our most pressing environment and development challenges by supporting scientific research; managing field projects all over the world; and bringing governments, NGOs, the UN, international conventions and companies together to develop policy, laws and best practice. 

IUCN is the world’s oldest and largest global environmental network. IUCN is a democratic union with more than 1,000 government and NGO member organizations, and some 10,000 volunteer scientists in more than 150 countries. IUCN’s work is supported by 1,100 professional staff in 62 countries and hundreds of partners in public, NGO and private sectors around the world.
For more information about IUCN at the Global Platform:

Visit IUCN at the PEDRR / DEWGA Booth at the Market Place  
Or check out our special Global Platform event webpage at: www.iucn.org/isdr 


	Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, along with poor urban governance and vulnerable rural livelihoods, the recently launched ISDR Global Assessment Report identified the decline of ecosystems and ecosystem services as one of the most important drivers of disaster risk. Building resilience to disasters, and achieving the goals of the Hyogo Framework for Action will therefore require that countries and communities where appropriate manage ecosystems to provide the services that are needed to help prevent, cope with, and recover from disasters and the other impacts of climate change.
Environmental degradation is reducing the capacity of ecosystems to protect people from hazards through services such as flood regulation, slope stabilization, and protection from storm surges, and to meet their broader needs for food, materials and cultural benefits, which contribute to the overall resilience of communities to disasters and climate change.

The 2009 Global Platform is focused on financing disaster risk reduction. Mr. Chairman, ecosystems can provide cost-effective solutions to mitigating the impacts of hazards. A recent study by The Nature Conservancy for instance has estimated Indonesia’s coral reefs to have a value of some US$314 million for coastal erosion prevention alone, without including the value to fisheries and tourism. Another study in Bintuni Bay, West Papua, valued mangroves at US$600 per household per year based on their ability to control erosion.  
Ecosystem degradation also reduces the ability of natural systems to sequester carbon, further exacerbating climate change related disasters. Healthy and diverse ecosystems are more robust themselves to extreme weather events, and are therefore more able to continue to provide benefits to communities in post-disaster situations.
Improved dialogue, coordinating mechanisms, and policy synergy between climate change, disaster reduction, development and environmental management, is needed to ensure effectiveness and efficiency of our interventions in any of these areas, and also to reduce the risk of maladaptation to climate change or inappropriate preparedness or response measures to disasters. Such increased synergy can be achieved through:

1. Recognizing the contribution of ecosystem management to disaster risk reduction in national and local policy; by granting relevant legal authority to environmental, planning and disaster management agencies to coordinate and enforce sustainable environmental DRR policies and procedures; by seeking to integrate national DRR strategies with adaptation processes, such as National Adaptation Programmes of Action (NAPAs), and with national environmental and development strategies; and encouraging new financial incentives for investments in sustainable ecosystem management.

2. Implementing environmental monitoring and ensuring sustainable resource use planning. There is an urgent need to promote and enforce integrated resource use planning and zoning; to conduct environmental monitoring and assessments, as well as integrated gender-sensitive risk assessments; to implement ecosystem restoration and rehabilitation that matches local needs and priorities; and to incorporate environmental safeguards into disaster emergency response plans. 

3. Engaging appropriate disaster, climate change, development, planning and environmental stakeholders, through dialogue and mechanisms for collaboration between environmental, planning, development, and disaster risk management agencies and authorities, and with communities most affected by the decisions, recognizing the special role that women play as agents of change and stewards of natural resources, as well as being most affected by extreme events.
4. Creating and sharing knowledge on ecosystem management to inform DRR policy and practice, through promoting new knowledge creation and sharing among scientists, practitioners, communities, and policy makers; recognizing the value of local knowledge, practices, and coping strategies.
IUCN is working to support ecosystem management for DRR and climate change adaptation at national and local scales around the world, and is committed to supporting national platforms in the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action, and parties to the UNFCCC in their efforts on adaptation. In collaboration with the ISDR Partnership for Environment and DRR
, IUCN has developed guidance material to support the integration of environmental considerations into DRR strategies at local and national levels, which is available here this week on the PEDRR booth in the marketplace.
IUCN strongly believes that investing in ecosystem management is a resource-efficient and effective means to make a major contribution to the goals of substantially reducing disaster losses, and providing significant benefits for climate change adaptation.
Thank you.


	











� The UN/ISDR Partnership for Environment and Disaster Risk Reduction (PEDRR), benefits from the participation


of the following organisations: Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre (ADPC), Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC),


International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), ProAct Network, Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI), World


Wildlife Fund (WWF), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), United Nations University – Institute for


Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS).









IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature): Official Statement  



              
              Page 1

