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Regional Cooperation Council official statement

Launched in February 2008 as the successor to the Stability Pact, the RCC provides a new and regionally-owned framework for the countries of the SEE, the European Commission and the international donor community to undertake projects of mutual interest in order to foster  further development of the SEE region. 
The RCC is an inter-governmental framework which serves as the operational arm of the South Eastern Europe Cooperation Process (SEECP).  The RCC has 45 members, including individual countries, international organizations and international financial institutions.

The RCC’s Objectives are:
· Contributing to the enhancement of stability, security, mutual respect and open dialogue in South Eastern Europe
· Rebranding the image of SEE and instilling the notion of regional cooperation
· Acting as key interlocutor and operational link between the EU and the SEECP with regard to project generation and prioritization particularly in the context of the  European Commission’s Multi-Beneficiary Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (MB IPA)
· Coordinating international political, technical and financial support
· Presenting a regional forum for dialogue among different countries, international organizations, and other partners 
As one of the priority areas of RCC Disaster Risk Reduction is in a primary focus of our activities. In this respect the close cooperation with UN ISDR and the WB in developing and implementing Regional projects in South East Europe is of high importance for the regional Cooperation Council. Practical implementation of this cooperation is the South Eastern and Central European Catastrophe Risk Insurance Facility (SECE CRIF) and the South East European Firefighting Regional Center (SEEFREC) developed and implemented in close cooperation with UN ISDR and the WB.
