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New Zealand’s wild and diverse landscape, relatively isolated location, and our reliance on primary production means that New Zealanders are, and will continue to be, at risk from a broad range of hazards. 

Central to emergency management in New Zealand is an all-hazards, all risks, multi-agency, integrated and community-focused approach. New Zealand takes a holistic approach to Disaster Risk Management involving reduction, readiness, response and recovery (the 4 Rs) and considers it important to balance investment across all four elements.

New Zealand’s civil defence emergency management vision is to build a resilient and safer New Zealand with communities understanding and managing their hazards and risks. New Zealand has identified 17 key hazards which include geological, meteorological, biological, technological, and social hazards.  Flooding is the most common natural hazard in New Zealand and earthquakes and tsunamis are potentially the most damaging and disruptive. Probably our most underrated natural hazard is volcanic eruption. 

New Zealand also takes its international obligations as a good global citizen seriously through its contribution to disaster risk reduction, response and recovery operations, capability development and the provision of international assistance. Recognising our close links with the Pacific, New Zealand works closely with its Pacific neighbours when natural disasters such as cyclones, floods, earthquakes and tsunami occur.  New Zealand plays a hands-on role in the Pacific responding to immediate humanitarian needs as well as helping to rebuild communities and livelihoods and ensuring that people are able to return to their usual daily routines as quickly as possible.  

We are acutely aware of the significant threat climate change poses for small island developing states. New Zealand is committed to supporting Pacific countries to address these challenges. The vulnerability of these countries to climate change makes adaptation a key priority, and New Zealand is particularly interested in exploring how enhanced cooperation in areas such as water management and cyclone preparedness can deliver on adaptation.
While New Zealand’s commitment to disaster risk management is strongest in the Pacific, as a good global citizen it does respond in Asia or further afield.  Beyond the Pacific, New Zealand’s response is generally part of a broader international effort.  

One of the four objectives of NZAID’s new Humanitarian Policy is to strengthen prevention, preparedness and mitigation measures and improve capacity to respond effectively to humanitarian crises among partner governments and vulnerable communities.  As part of this new policy’s implementation, New Zealand will be working on ways to further integrate disaster risk reduction into development programmes. 
Any ISDR activities must seek to build national Disaster Risk Management capacities and capabilities, complement other regional and international disaster risk management activities, and minimise duplication and gaps. New Zealand encourages the ISDR to prioritise capability building that will support Small Island developing states to more effectively mainstream or integrate disaster risk reduction. It is critical that ISDR engagement with small developing countries allows for realistic timeframes and milestones and that the reporting requirements for countries are well coordinated and specifically inform the focus on capability building.  

Our hope is that this meeting will add value to work already being undertaken around the world. That it will lead to greater co-ordination and co-operation amongst countries and organisations, and by the end of the Global Platform we will have agreed on some practical disaster risk reduction solutions to enhance the resilience of small island developing states. New Zealand looks forward to being involved with ISDR on follow-up actions to implement decisions from this meeting.
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