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Statement of the United Nations University at the 2nd Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction
The United Nations University (UNU) has the mission to contribute, through research and capacity development, to efforts to resolve the pressing global problems that are the concern of the United Nations, its Peoples and Member States. As such, the UNU has developed various research and capacity development programmes which aim at reducing disaster risk and increasing resilience of societies facing environmental hazards, thus contributing directly to the priorities for action of the Hyogo Framework for Action and reducing the direct and indirect long-term impacts environmental hazards have on communities and societies throughout the world.
In the context of global environmental change, including climate change, and of rapid societal and economic transformations, an increasing number of people are exposed and vulnerable to environmental and man-made hazards. These also have a tendency to increase in magnitude and frequency in recent decades.  Addressing this challenge requires a multi-faceted approach by a variety of actors and stakeholders from the local to the global level. Although concrete actions are already implemented to reduce risks, many complex questions particularly regarding climate change and extreme events still need to be elucidated for which long term research programmes are required. Such programmes are currently being executed at UNU such as:

· Assessment of the vulnerability of socio-ecological systems facing various water-related hazards; 

· Understanding better the linkages between disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation; 

· Quality and evaluation criteria for integrative and effective disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation strategies 
· Understanding better the role of ecosystems in improving the resilience and reducing the vulnerability of societies.
These and other research activities are needed in order to provide scientifically-based information to policy and decision-makers for their own policy formulations addressing disaster risk management and reduction. There however needs to be a long-term commitment of national and international funding agencies to continue supporting this type of research now and in the future so that policy-makers can base their actions on scientific evidence. 
Capacity development plays an important role in terms of disaster risk reduction. As a University, the UNU contributes to capacity development particularly at the tertiary education level to train the next generation of scientists and experts on various aspects of disaster risk reduction. This training is provided both within the structures of the UNU but also through partner universities throughout the world thus reaching a wide audience. An example of the latter is the development of close ties with the University of the Free State in South Africa including with its Disaster Management Training and Education Centre for Africa. UNU also contributes to building institutional capacities in Congo-Brazzaville for the establishment of a Risk Management Institute.
Through its research and capacity development activities, the United Nations University remains committed to contributing to the goal of reducing disaster risk globally. In so doing, the UNU looks forward to continue its partnerships with other UN Organisations, universities, research centres and governmental and non governmental organisations.
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