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Excellencies Mr/Mrs. Ministers, Distinguished representatives of the United Nations, distinguished delegates. I would like to express my honor and pleasure for being here in the second session of Global Platform meeting. I would like to welcome you on behalf of my country and my delegation.   

Like many other countries, Turkey benefits from Global Platform meetings where recent developments about Hyogo Framework of Action are taken up and countries can have a chance to exchange information and expertise on disaster risk reduction. 
Each country around the world carries out studies in order to decrease the economic and social affects of disasters and secure their citizens by decreasing loss of life and damage to the property. Turkey, being as a disaster prone country itself, also implements those kinds of studies and tries to develop its capability and knowledge. 
Mr. President, Distinguished Participants,

As being the 10th. anniversary of Great Marmara earthquakes occurred in 1999, this year is important for Turkey. Two catastrophic events rocked the Marmara region resulting in significant damages on social and economical life. During this 10 year period, Turkey has learnt a lot from the past experiences of those earthquakes. Turkey has also initiated several studies in order to be better prepared against such disasters. During the same period a lot of progress and changes have been made in the area of disaster management. But obviously more work remains to be done.  
Like many countries, Turkey puts great emphasis on the implementation of Hyogo Framework of Action. Turkey designated its National Focal Point mechanism after 2005 Kobe Conference and still contributes to the studies both at regional and international level. Studies on the establishment of a National Platform which is the main output of Hyogo Framework of Action, is coordinated by UN-ISDR National Focal Point of Turkey and have reached to terminal stage. I hope that Turkey will establish its National Platform this year.    
There are numerous projects in consistent with the priority of actions of HFA in Turkey. I would like to give some examples to those projects: One of them is the Disaster Archive System of Turkey which will materialize disaster related information sharing and use. Turkey also launched New Earthquake design code which involves “Retrofitting of Existing Buildings” part. Climate change is also important topic on Turkey’s agenda. Last month the cabinet decided to be a party to Kyoto Agreement.  

Mr. President, Distinguished Participants,
As the countries of the world, we need to act in more coordinated and collaborative manner in order to minimize disaster risks. In this field United Nations gives an important opportunity to all countries. However, developing regional, bilateral and multi-lateral relationships is important for securing people of the world to live in a more disaster resistant environment. In this context, Turkey supports and appreciates all initiatives executed by UN-ISDR. 

If we all become more resilient and prepared against to disasters we will be living in a more prosperous and safe world. By living in disaster resilient communities, we will also achieve Millennium Development Goals. We should seek to ensure a better life for successive generations. The topics we will discuss at the meeting and the outcomes will contribute to governments and communities to get more prepared and resilient against disasters. 
In conclusion, I would like to extend our thanks to Swiss Government for hosting this event and for the warm hospitality extended to us all. I also would like to thank UN-ISDR secretariat for their valuable efforts in preparing this conference. 
Thank you Mr. Chairman. 

