MADAGASCAR STATEMENT 

SECOND SESSION OF THE GLOBAL PLATFORM FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION 16-19 JUNE IN GENEVA
------------------------------------------------------------

Good morning Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you very much for coming here today to the “SECOND SESSION OF THE GLOBAL PLATFORM FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION” 
It is a great pleasure for me to speak on behalf of the delegation from the Republic of Madagascar at this session, and share with you our experiences as part of disaster risk reduction. 

First of, I would like to thank the un /ISDR and the different partners for organizing this important session in Geneva; it is an opportunity for us to convey a message from Madagascar, a country permanently suffered from disasters from cyclones and drought every year. As we are gathered here today, I hope my message will be among the ones that we all can share throughout the years we spent in dealing with natural disasters, the problems and challenges of prevention and that disaster risk reduction may give us some experience to offer to this meeting.

Madagascar is a developing country and it is the 13th country most exposed to cyclones in the world. As for the hazards, Madagascar is hit by 3-4 cyclones each year, 1 drought per year (in the south) and Locust invasions (in the southwest) every 5 years.

Among the African countries, Madagascar is the most Exposed to Cyclones.
Moreover, Madagascar is at a high risk of vulnerability of natural disasters and natural threats that are being made worse by climate change. 

Disaster risk reduction is, fundamentally, about protecting development gains. Effective reduction of vulnerability and risk to natural disaster through the implementation of Hyogo Framework   is a condition to achieving the Millennium Development Goals – 

Madagascar has responded to Risk Reduction of Natural Disasters by means of implementation of different projects of disaster risk management focusing on aspects that address vulnerability to natural disasters and risk reduction measures like mainstreaming disaster risk reduction into development policy, straightening the national capacity in the early warning system and response. 
Concerning the national strategy, the adoption and implementation of an institutional structure on disaster management is identified as a prior project.  
Risk Reduction commitment introduced in the National Plan, as a strategy is “insuring the prevention, the quick reaction and the lessening of the disaster impacts on the population”.  

In order to reduce the impact, the government, assisted by the technical partners, continue to  make the following commitment :  A major simulation exercise each year , Stockpiling food and supplies before the cyclone season , developing  a Contingency Plan at the level of region, dispatching the DRM School Manual , Rapid Response Training in Regions , improving Widespread Diffusion of Early Warnings, Establishing  a national Contingency Fund, Updating the national strategy of disaster risk Management, Exchanging  experiences  through South-South cooperation , adopting the national  code and stands of infrastructure and building. 
Created National plan for disaster risk reduction; Strengthened risk assessment; Strengthened early warning system; Developed cyclone norms and standards; established Catastrophe risk financing are the fruit of the recommendation from the Joint Damage, Loss and Needs Assessment (JDLNA) organised by joint Team from the In the end of the cyclone season 2008 by Government, UN, World Bank/GFDRR and UN systems it is good effort to show the collaboration.
The most important message I bring today is that a country like Madagascar, which is prone to disasters and has a high proportion of its population living below poverty line, need the help and support of the technical and financial partners like the UN groups /ISDR, World Bank GFDRR to reduce our vulnerability and to implement our development programme.

We deeply appreciate and applaud the support from the different financial and technical partners on disaster assistance and we urge them to increase their commitment and determination to help high-risk partner countries such as Madagascar, especially for the national plat form and the updating of the national strategy in Madagascar and all prevention activities before and in the future.
As a developing country benefiting from such activities, we also applaud the UN’s creation of Global Plat form for disaster risk reduction. 
We stimulate the developing programme combined with disaster action in order to reduce the poverty in the community, and to create the new generating activities which improve the life of the vulnerable population; they can easily take into consideration our action in the Disaster and apply it.     
I hope this workshop will be fruitful for all of us; that it will result in exchanges of experiences and information which will result in changes for the best of our countries and our people… it can reinforce our capacity through document and presentation.  
I’d like to close with a reminder that Prevention is not only important,  but it has an economic sense:  for every dollar we spend on prevention, for example, we have to spend 5 dollars on recovery,  Madagascar has Changed towards Prevention and make also as priority the Adoption of cyclone-proof standards  for infrastructures and buildings;   developed the New National Contingency fund ; Improving risk assessment : Integrated disaster risk   reduction into the sectoral program (especially environment) and Reforestation .
CPGU and BNGRC are two important entities engaged and ready to work together with the different partners to reduce as much as possible the impact of Disaster in Madagascar.  

Thank you very much for your kind attention!  
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